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The Park and Boulevard System of Kansas 
City, Mo. 


By Ray F. Weirick 


City Landscape Architect of Des Moines 


Last winter, in order to make certain 
that the federal government would improve 
the waterway of the Missouri River to cor- 
respond with the projected work in the 
channel of the Mississippi, the people of 
Kansas City decided to raise a million dol 
lars as evidence of their couafidence in the 
success of the improvement. They thought 
that if the money had to be raised it might 
as well be raised quickly, so a month was 
set aside in which to accomplish the pur- 
pose. “Kansas City to the Gulf” became 
the slogan of the “boosters,” and was 
painted in large letters across the front of 
the committee’s headquarters. When more 


itself to periods of prosperity and rapid 
growth without relapses. 
ter of a century Kansas City has twice 
passed through immense “booms.” Mei 
stood on street corners, for want of bus 

ness offices, and sold real estate at protits 
of $200 daily, and after the financial ex 
citement had passed there was no 
depression. 


In the last 


retlexive 


These booms, regarded by 


bankers as the most perilous periods in the 
life of the city, were withstood without 
a setback. 

In the early ’90’s certain men of the 
city became impressed with the fact that 
in its rapid growth Kansas City had failed 
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SUNKEN GARDEN 


than three weeks had passed much money 
had been subscribed, but if the same rate 
were to keep up the million dollar mark 
would not be reached. Then the true spirit 
of the town asserted itself, a grand final 
effort was made by the newspapers and the 
committee, and when midnight of the last 
day had struck the returns showed that the 
city had not only reached the mark set a 
month before, but the subscriptions had 
swelled the total some $58,000 beyond the 
million. 

It’s a way they have in Kansas City. 

From its earliest beginnings the city has 
shown a tendency to progress by leaps, 
coupled with the rare faculty of adjusting 
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ON THE PASEO 


to make a healthy provision of park spaces 
for the people. An examination of the 
public lands of the city revealed the start 
ling fact that the city owned in park land 
less than one-tenth of an acre, this being 
a triangular remnant which some real 
estate dealer had donated to the munici 
pality. Awakened to the need of imme 
diate sentiment and study looking towards 
a proper park and boulevard system for the 
city, a number of public spirited men de 
voted themselves to the new movement 
In March, 1892, Mayor Holmes appointed 
a board of five Park and Boulevard Com 
missioners, under authority of the charter 
of Kansas City. The President of this 
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Board, Mr. August R. Meyer, proved hi: the Supreme Court the act creating the 
elf ar ntit t ‘ as declared invalid Dd 


ment eff te ff, the torney for the Board from its 

| t, immediately set about 

tay ‘ t law, correcting the defects 

plend ’ ed. Mr. Ge ( charter, in which the word 

EK. Ke te as select Lb as struck out of the title, 

Ly the my “Board of Park Commis 

he | ! I ‘ the é Submitted to the voters of the 
stud f i S93 é é mendment was ratified 

iblishe é ve re t, setting tl Londs being out of the question, Mr 

the proposed improvements, Hafl | devised a scheme of special as 

how t d be likely to affect city’s ents against benefited property—in 

eilare he pre ent y event the most logical method of pay 

r for park improvements. Furthermore 

‘ t done sue not being agitated before th« 

ers I I W) root the ( tine essimists did not get their 

() to organize in opposi 

publie in \1 I! proposed parks or boule 


ee 











KERSEY COATES TERRACE (WEST BLUFF ARONVE THE UNION STATION) BEFORE AND AFTER 
IMPROVEMENTS 





provements to keep pi wit! he pop i rds benetited districts were established 
tion, the city’s financik resources er | the sake of convenience the city was 
strained to the limit. Bonds in the sun livided into five park districts, but bene 

$3,100,000 had just been voted for the fit distriets might extend from one park 
purchase of water-wo1 thereby exhaust strict into another. The broad general 
ng the city’s debt-n g ver 1 ‘rinciple applying that those receiving the 
number of years to col enetit should pay the cost, opposition to 

Paradoxical as it may seem, to t any particular improvement was not 
liscouraging state I el nicip ‘ roused n localities remote from the im 


is due the possibility of Kansas City’s provement, and a great stumbling block 


splendid system of parks and boulevards ch has hindered in other America 
growing from practically nothing to 2,200 cities was entirely avoided. Park lands 
acres of parks and 40 miles of boulevards ere then acquired under the amendment 
ind parkways, and wit! t increasing th n 1895 and 1896, not without cases being 
public debt, although ten millions have arried through the state courts and a 
been expended in the to date lecision handed down from the United 

In that same year the State Legislature States Supreme Court. The powers of the 
had approved the appointment of the Com Board being thus established firmly, the 


mission, and to test the act some park land rk went forward rapidly. 
had been sought by purchase. On appeal [he special form of benefit tax used for 
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the building of the Kansas City system vised out of the absence 
f parks and boulevards resulted in the roved in the end to be 
sale of Park Fund Certificates, which were he boundaries of Kan 
as outlined by Mr. Kessler in the 1905 anded nsider 


Report) “merely a collective expression o 








the separate assessments against the lands proposed ISY2 was 
the park districts, the City ['reasure t wa apable ¢ expa 
cting as trustee for their collection and nes, and is as effici 


vul elent, bul aid not Vecoliit a oh greater system ol today 


municipality and did not co ensive in the old city. 


et with the limitations on the city’s debt Boulevard routes 
making power.” [hese certificates bore hese were laid down 


nterest and were sold the same as bonds, ‘ity capable of d 


hie nterest being 6 per cent vith thre dence districts Lhe 





ONE SECTION OF THE PERGOLA ON THE PASEO 


privilege of payment in full within sixty f streets, and the extremely wavering p1 
lays, bul where paymelts were delayed the hie Ot all streets were a bindrance in tf 
interest was increased to 15 per cent. The design of these drives, but gave Mr. Ke : 
‘ertificates were usually made so that the sler the opportunity, after a careful study 
benetit tax spread over twenty annual pay of street grades, to swing the courses of 

ments, but in cases where the amount was oulevards Irom one street t ther, g1\ 

very small Lhe number of annual install yr both eas travel ali ing treet : 
ments was reduced by one-half. As soo tas On the south the city limits were Hi} 
as the plan was put in motion it was dis ssed in South Boulevard é named \} 
covered that insurance companies, banks necting Pen: Valley ith East Boul 

loan and trust companies, etc., were glad ard, the iatter leading the sout t 

to pay a premium on the certificates, som: mits to Walnut Grove. a small woodland 


being sold at 7 per cent above par Uh 


demand proved to be greater than for ordin leigh erlooking the 


ary municipal bonds, and the method de- North Terrace furnished an excellent scenic 
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THREE ADJACENT SECTIONS OF THE PASEO. (VIEW AS IF ARRANGED END TO END.) 
cserva jumbl precipito The fact that the region thereabout was 
mestone crags, to the face of which clung” settled up closely with negroes and shift 
ld quarry road his road furnished less whites made it very desirable that 
the iweestion for a Cliff Drive, which something be done to clean up the district 


vas laid out several miles long amid scen- 


that of the mountains. In 


ry iis lic as 


lependence Avenue, improved as a boule- 
ird, connected North Terrace with th 
Pas 

If the question were asked as to what 


added the 
City park system, the 
vould undoubtedly be: the 


from the Sp: 


ne feature has most fame to 


the Kansas answer 
Paseo. It 
nish “paseo 


ae4rive il name 


or promenade. To start with a tract was 
half block in width and nine 
lying in 
north 
this 


large per cent of the 


discove red ome 
blocks long 
and 


the heart of 
and 
line of 


the city, 
Owing 
blocks 
popu 
every day, as most of the 
people going to the business section from 
the south, east and north parts of the city 
travel in car lines traversing this area. 


extending south. 


to its location narrow 


1s crossed DY 


lation, twice 


and build it up with attractive residences. 
Mr. Kessler proposed that this tract be 
acquired for the full half-block in width, 
to give fine garden effects, a divided road 
way and footwalks. On the north the Paseo 
was connected with Independence Boule- 
vard. The separate blocks were adorned 
respectively with fountains, a fine pergola 
in three flights, an imposing architectural 
sunken garden, a small lake 
shrouded by shrubbery and several 
varm stretches of lawn. At the lower end 
ran for three blocks alongside 
of a level tract named the Parade, which 
was developed as an extensive playground 
for both children and youths. 

Other park areas reserved were West Ter- 


Penn Valley and Budd Park. The 


terrace, a 


water 


} > 
the Paseo 


race, 


first two were areas typical of the rugged 
topography of the city. West Terrace com- 








THE 


VIEW IN PENN 


prised a row of rough limestone ledges, 
frowning down upon the Union Depot and 
the Kansas River, in formation much the 
same as North Terrace. Here a jumble 
of rude squatters’ huts was cleared away 
for a driveway, elevated above the alluvial 
river bottoms, already covered with manu- 
facturing plants and railway yards. Di- 
rectly above the depot several lookout 
towers and some clinging flights of stone 
steps have since been erected. 

Penn Valley was another rugged area « 
134 acres, spreading back and up into the 
chain of hills which cross the south side 
of the city. This was developed with a 
mirror lake and several miles of rockbound 
drives, combining observation peaks with 
sheltered valleys. Budd Park (21 acres) is 
in the east part of the city and stands as 
the gift of a public-spirited citizen. Indeed 
Kansas City has been blessed with a num- 
ber of citizens who gave extensive tracts 
to build up the park system. Under the 
park law the city may accept desirable 
tracts of park land, and become bound to 
certain fixed annual sums to be spent in 
permanent improvements. Several small 
recreation areas were also provided for in 
the first park system. 

One feature of the Kansas City boule- 
vard work deserves special attention. Like 
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VALLEY PARK 


all western cities, most of the streets 
platted in widths of from 50 to 60 
Mr. Kessler emphatically gave 
opinion that no boulevard should be 
width than 100 feet, with the added 
vision that where car lines followe 
boulevard an adequate extra widtl 
be provided. The tendency of the par 
commission since that time has been 


110 feet 


Because most of the original boulevard sys 


increase the minimum width to 


tem followed the lines of existing street 
special arrangements had to be made fi 
cutting back abutting property No set 
Where col 


ditions of alignment demanded all the extra 


rule in this was followed. 
width was taken from one side of the street 
In other cases, equal strips were taken « 
both sides. To pay for this loss of prop 
erty a jury decided upon the district to b 
benefited, which in general included land 
for a block and a half on either side of 
intended boulevard, and the cost of 

ken was then assessed 
fit zone. Then the cost of 


the boulevard itself was charged 


] 


uinst thi 





against the abutting real estate (land « 
It therefore followed that in some cases the 
ost charged to abutting real estate for the 
boulevard was greater than the damag« 


for the property taken, and the owner 
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ld not only lose a strip of land along 
I f ird | ild also have t 
‘ t t In othe 
oe - 
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head Ts ' 1 we 
a 
table 
{ 
sie 
Ro 
as 
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Th ! x l erage gain in value 
thy ] ‘ ne 
real « e prior to the establishment of th 
t ] rd The maintenance of boule 
irds is eared for from three different 
sources of revenue. Because the general 
“ae eee lh, 
vard ter they ! nstructed the city 
charter permits a general tax not to exceed 
.2 ills for maintenance of parks and 
levard \ special tax of 10 cents per 
ront ot is charged against the land abut- 
! boulevard, which goes to help pay 
r oiling of driveways, cutting grass, 
praying trees, ete. In addition all vehicle 


ind automobile licenses are turned over to 
the Park an additional mainten 
ance fund. 

Since the first proposed park and boule- 
vard system was adopted and installed the 
system has had a most substantial growth 
which has failed to 
keep pace with public demand. The link 
m the north between the Paseo and West 
Terrace was filled in by Admiral Boulevard. 
ind West Terrace was joined with Penn 
Valley by a diagonal b yulevard, thus giving 
1 complete boulevard circuit. Between the 
Paseo and Penn Valley a fine scenic park- 
way was laid out, running south from a lo- 
cation which has since been selected as the 


Soard as 


1 growth, however, 


for a monumental new union railway 


site 
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tior Following a custom of the Park 

rd this parkway was named after 
yrmer member of that Board, Mr. Robert 
rill Gilham Road became one of the 


lar driveways in the city, and has 


at the southern limits of the 
ss connection with the Pasec 
el The Paseo has been continued 
ilevard clear through the city 
ik e Park, a wilderness of stone ledges 
| native woodland, and Spring Valley 
Park, a fine neighborhood area of 21 acres, 
acquired. Several small playgrounds 
lipped; and it is well to add that it 
Mr. Kessler’s method to make these 
eathing s s so attractive that large 
Average gail 
Apne’ . ru } - per front 
per ibove a : 
dant Saad ttt satiny 
*s $26.50 
7.99 32.00 
6.17 52.30 
~ SNS $1.00) 


1umbers of adults sit in them to watch the 


ntics of the youngsters. Mr. Kessler be 
eves in having some nook in every park 

lated for the use of the children, and s 
iecessfully has he harmonized the child 
ren’s grounds with the rest of the park 


is never made to feel that 
also be a place of dust 


heme that one 


playground must 

nd noise 

\ millionaire 
Thomas H. Swope, deeded the Park 


ural tract of virgin meadow 


philanthropist of the city, 
Mr 
Board a 1 and 


nd covering 1,350 acres, and lying 
s bevond the city limits to the 
Park the most 
popular Sunday recreation park that the 


people have access to, and a double track 


Seve ral mile 


south. Swope has become 


ear line has become so inadequate to handle 
the that a loud demand is being 
heard for other lines. 

Extensive new work is under way. The 
Blue River in the east part of the city, 
flowing north from Swope Park to the Mis- 
souri River, is to have bank parkways; and 
Brush Creek to the south is under improve 
ment. Extensions are being made to a 
number of boulevards, and the time is not 
far distant when a metropolitan park sys- 
tem will be necessary. Several cemeteries, 
improved along modern parkland ideas, are 
to be given boulevard connection, Mr. Kess- 
strong advocate of treating 


crowds 


ler being a 


no 
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cemeteries along rational and esthetic prin 


ciples. 

The boulevards and parkways are under 
strict police regulations. Before crossing 
them all street cars must stop, vehicles on 
the drive having the right of way. No busi- 
ness trathc is allowed, and the more swiftly 
moving vehicles must keep to the center. 
The maximum speed permitted is 18 miles 
per hour, and this is reduced on the two 
Cliff Drives to 10 miles per hour. Red 
lights on standards in the center at all 
intersections and turns signify “slow down 
and keep to the right.” Pedlars must keep 
off from park property, and rubbish from 
private properties must not be allowed to 
accumulate. All side connections are con- 
structed by the Board of Park Commission- 
ers, or under its supervision. 

The success of the city in the oiling of 
its drives has attracted national attention. 
On Mr. Kessler’s recommendation macadam 
pavement was laid on all drives. Until 
1906 water was sprinkled to keep the dust 
down at a cost of 2.25 cents per square 
yard, or over $14,000 annually. This meth- 
od was far from satisfactory, resulting 
either in chalky mud or dust; and in the 
autumn of 1906 the first experiment was 
made with crude oil from the Kansas fields. 
The people of the city, unaccustomed to 
this method of dust treatment, tracked 
through the fresh oil, before it had a chance 
to soak into the crushed rock, and carried 
the sticky substance into their houses. A 
tempest of protest resulted. The Park 


| rd ces ere be Se 1L¢ } Nialn 
ints. After the first few days ‘ r, the 
peopl the cit id learned ivoid the 
resi 1 ft se tlhe l¢ { 


along every freshly treated pavement for 
Dassuge across the pavement. The good 
results of the treatment were immediately 
evident, dust was entirely abolished, the 
driveways took on a more pleasing color, 
and ¢ mplaints ceased. Che following 
spring the entire system of macadam drives 
was treated, followed later in the season 
with a second oiling. The cost proved to 
be only two-thirds that of water, and the 
results were preéminently more satisfactory 
No protest is heard against oiling now; on 
the contrary the Park Board is eriticized 
if the oiling is not done promptly twice a 
year. Many engineers have « xpected to see 
the Kansas City macadam drives go to 
pieces, “seale off’ on top, and require ex- 
tensive relaying and repairing. Such has 


not been the case. Che oiled surface 
becomes tough and _ soundless, giv 
ing equally good service the year round. 


The first oils used were of paraffine base, 
but of late years various products having 
asphalt bases have been experimented with 
with very satisfactory results. 

From the first proposed mileage of 9.85 
the Kansas City boulevard system has ex- 
tended to four times that amount. From a 
scheme viewed at first with skepticism by 
ninety per cent of the population has de- 
veloped a magnificent system of parks and 
pleasure drives regarded as one of the 
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assets of the city, and displayed with pride working forces and harmony between the 
by every citizen of the city. A monument different departments under his super- 
now stands at the head of the Paseo to Mr sion. The grandest monument to Mr. 
Meyer, the first President of the Park Kessler will be the perfected system as the 
Board with the beautiful gardens reaching ty goes on, as in the past, to carry out 
from its base for several miles within view his plans step by step, keeping a little 
Mr. Wilber H. Dunn, who has | Ss 1 of 1 rrowth of the city, and afford- 








ntendent f Parks for il has g at all times pleasant and inspiring 
stablished n er ible reeord for efficient ns f recreation for all classes equally, 


A Wide-Awake Woman’s Club 


Victoria, Texas, has a woman’s club that manent impress; it has established a free 


sees civic possibilities a1 es imme st room for rural shoppers, has organ- 
liat It is ed the Bront Negro Civic League that did good 
ixiliary of t Clean-up Day” which the 

— mn 4 teen to eighteer ted, has started crusades 
eal know how to take r gi , sparrows and mosquitoes, 


accomplish good thing secured from the Mayor the 
Some t the United States Goverr ree the billboard ordinance 


nent is g erect a federal buildings l lering the screening of all 





\ \I y) 1ot use t é 3 with mesh 
hiid ’s playground Mi { creater things it has done; it 
thought the Club Permissio1 was se rave tus t the movement to obtain 
red { the government, and the ju an inexhaustible supply of pure artesian 
went t é 1 furnish the ater t secured the state tuberculosis 
vround City Council and privat <hibit eached thousands of people. 
‘zens ey, services and furnis The « schools, the neighboring towns 
this pretty city of 10,000 nd per correspondents were com- 
have a thoroughly mw ted with, circulars in English and 
-to-date playground. Then Spanis ere distributed, and as a result 
. ( é ent wants the lot the Mexicans were for the first time made 
er} tizens 1 have dis ered a pants in the benefits of the exhibit. 
need of such a place, and wil Within ten days 4,000 Red Cross Christ- 

ecure a ! ent plot of ground for the mas stamps were sold. 

pHuUrpoOS There seems to be something about this 
Other things this Club is doing through Club that enlists coédperation from Mayor 


ts philanthropic department, the first off- and City Council, from the merchants of 
1 act of which was to take membership the city and from other representatives of 
n the American Civie Association. It has a sympathetic and generous people. The 
helped to secure open-air band concerts, Club members are evidently always on the 
and has worked for a new and more effec- alert to discover their city’s needs and the 
tual Arbor Day: it invited Mr. Howard most progressive way of meeting them, and 
Evarts Weed to give a lecture on civic bet- the gift of tactful appeal to the public is 
terment. which seems to have left a per- apparently very much in use in Victoria. 








The Billboard Nuisance’ 


By Harry F. Lake 


Of the New Hampshire Bar 


any discussion Dill rds Involves a * P rs 
nsiderat t which is the subj ‘ ye 

e! propert hich has a |} I 3 
KeL Va e Lhe re ire ~ I s ‘ 
statistics which show ( Value 

3 ind $11 ertising 2 
‘ y tne B ~ t ‘) 

T t é < 
5 Thos 
g bil rds | ; 
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’ lor 
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. 
tte ‘ 
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= y ‘ “4 
\s iM = _ 
ha 
‘ , 4) C407, CARTOON FROM THE ST. Louis RE EMOCRAT , ; 
‘ . ning ) preciate 
and Prevention of Tuberculosis with the that whatever makes for the beauty of the 
+] > eg 4 at streets of a city will also make f il greater 
Ass ated Bill Posters ol ( ° a 
3 : power in all branches of busin¢ tivity.’ 
States and ( anada, when the latter body ‘ 
at its convention in Atlanta, agreed to , .* : 7 ; 
. bi rd, as we are most familiar with 


donate to the anti-tuberculosis campaigr a fe te See 
it vould include the following: 


space on all its thousands of billboards , : : 
It frequently nuisance and danger 


ony ane S ( a 

and the Bill Posters were willing to hang Pte cae ith : r - 
. . to property in its neighborhood. e fire 

up all parts of the country t least a rely . . ) 4° - 1 
chiets of all of our large cities testify that 


million posters deseriptive of the dat .* : - . 
t lelay and a handicap t hremen., 


{ S 1eiay 


: yf tuberculosis and of the ways in w : . . , 
Frequently firemen have to it a way 


t could be prevented. . ’ . } ' 1 iMoh ) 
~ ° - 2 through a sign ard, or demolish it al- 

Now note, this advertising, if p 1 for : 3 . ; 
together, before effective work can be done 


oT m the fire raging behind it. But slight re- 
flection is needed to show how dangerous 


*An address delivered before the Sixt 
Civie Conference of Concord. N. H 
{219] 
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such a structure would be ree tie enes, suggesting in most unmistakable 


rrow streets nner a kind of life far removed from the 


| } ra tre t dangerou rm and the wholesome. 
} ‘ One time not long ago, from a certain 


hie pace ‘ nd bil ! } nt ‘ Main street, there uld be 


nees, sinc ted between Pleasant Street Junction 
, | these « | Bridge Street fourteen such portable 
rds (nd now what shows were these 


er ! ertising¢ With your permis- 
es al | afew: “Why Girls go Wrong ;” 

\\ Girls Leave Home;”’ “Taming a 
lus 1:7 “A Rose of the Tenderloin;” 
an endless round of plays 


~ ‘ t ‘ dal i pr t ns, the character ol whi i is 





etetrereent 











ADJOINING PITTSBURGH'S FINEST HOTEL 


erious disease, his consideration ha loubtless indicated by their advertisments. 

led some ties which undertake to control You can’t go on the street without seeing 
the erection and maintenance of billboards them if you keep your eyes open,—struc- 
to make it compulsory that they be built tures crude in workmanship, lurid in color, 
with an open space of several feet fron hideous in general appearance, all coarse, 
the ground to the billboard structure it many vulgar, and some of them indecent; 
self. and around such baletul exhibitions, both 
Probably a much more serious objecti moveable and stationary, suggesting by their 

to billboards in their most familiar form is advertisements the use of firearms and 
the unwholesome nature of the advertising scenes of bloodshed and violence, and a way 
display l ip nthen Moral agencies l of life that leadeth to destruction, can al- 


dict them because they ire s frequent most any afternoon, out of school hours, 


ised to advertise lurid and sensation be seen groups of boys and girls standing 
plays ana aleoholic beverages To be more pen mouthed. 
specific, what Concord eitizens would You protest vigorously against the pro- 


mostly have with which to find fault in this duction of an indecent play, and your pro- 
connection would be the portable billboards tests result in a small house in attendance 
plastered with the photographs of actors and upon the play, and a modification of the 


actresses and unusual, if not impossible lines of the play; but how ineffective such 


© 
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DIRECTLY OPPOSITE EDEN PARK, THE FINEST PARK IN CINCINNATI 


Eleven lines of street 


result is when we consider that the play 


is with us but a single evening, while thi 
advertising is with us for several days in 


advance : Tew peo} 


le actually see the play, 
but hundreds, unwilling, even going up and 
down our Main Street, from the windows 
vacant stores, from either portable bill 


billboards, see 


staring them in the face posters with sug 


large stationary 


stions and scenes depicted thereupon more 
bnoxious than any set forth in the play 
itself. You have an option as to whether 
you will attend the play, but unless you 
walk with your eyes closed on our Ma 

Street you cannot exercise an option as t 
hether vou will see 


the play. We 


the advertisements 


vonder frequently why boys 








cars pass this spot 


whom we have the right t ex 


pect better things so frequently fail in their 
studies, and why the wholesome amusements 


ot ch irch, home and school appeal to them 


sometimes but little. May it not be that 
he answer is found in part in the fact 


that the mind of a young person forced and 
excited by mental stimulus of this ¢ 
has but small room left 
and normal. 

There is, however, another forcible 
jection to billboards, and 
on to them as, to use an « xpression cone 1 
by Dr. Eliot of Harvard, “uglifiers 


scape. 


Who has not seen them  s suel 


ndignation at their insulting obtrusiveness 
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HOW WOULD YOU LIKE SUCH A FRAME FOR YOUR OTHERWISE ATTRACTIVE HOME? 





) 
i 
’ 


gama eee em i Ce 





both in the country an é ty’ How 
inwek Irie | ‘ eels 

city, « ride into tl ry to behol 
all these oer ns and commands al 
the ¢ thes e si 1 wear, the tobac 
smoke or chew, the wl é ind beer tl 
is the to di the worst, the | 

of codfish we should « ise boneles 
the kind ip that 1s 9Y.44 per cent pure 


and floats, the particular sort of breakfast 


food that Vilil ncrease our emoen 

half, and the places e must go to lI W 
naaeeall } . - that . 
would be happy, all on billboards that tlau 
their loud color, their ugly vulgarity in the 
face of every passe! dishgurements 
erected in the midst of felds and mead 

fins it tres na te 4 nd gatevw . - . 
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DIRECTLY OPPOSITE THE CARNEGIE INSTITUTE. PITTSBURGH 


walls, and painted on the sides 
rocks. 


Now the great 


and maintenance of billboar 


o the erection 
s in the places 
suggested in the minds of many people is 
the fact that 
destroy the view, render commonplace other 
I But if ther 


light of 


the landscape, 


isfigure 


thev « 


us scenic beauty 


those 


wise wondr¢ 


are found who make but 
themselves 
then 


which never yet has 


such objections, and care not 


for beautiful 
is that other objection 


things in nature, there 
failed to hold in its grip the American peo- 
ple, viz., the objection that 
ments destroy 

New Hampshire s called the “Switzerland 


such disfigure 


money values 


of America,” and no small part of our pros 
perity comes from the people who sojourn 
with us but a few weeks of the year to mak« 


themselves new again in body and mind by 


ee 


these commands on 


advertising means, 





ir invigorating air and our incomparable 
enery How 

sgusting, to meet on all sides 
billboards, and 
as to the most persona? 
gs in life. What may be fairly claimed 


impudent it must seem to 


other 


ie landscape in the country and the open 
paces in the city do not belong to the man 
pay a few dollars for them, 


( Oses 


t | 


he community at large; 
ne of these days the people of a com- 
nity will appreciate the fact 


+ + nut t nN 


erciai com! 


terms of trade, beauty is 
iluable asset as well as a “joy forever ;” 


purveyor of pills and medi- 


and the advance agents of circuses 


g p and down the land destroying 








ews in the country and open spaces in the 
ity, thereby destroying also values that be- 
ng to the whole population, and that no 
single individual has the right to ruin. 

ITow offensive to the lover of beauty such 


advertising means must be is well illustrated 


by something I chanced to see only a little 
while ago. If you are near the head of 
Newfound Lake, in this state, it may be 
that you will near a turn in the 
road on the north shore, at a place where 
you have the waters of the lake on your 
right hand and a huge overtowering hill 
on the left. You look across the waters of 
the lake ten miles, and then up to the hills 
beyond, upon a scene that is almost incom- 
parable in its beauty; but, if you change 
the angle of your vision a degree, your eyes 
the huge advertisement of a Bristol 
druggist painted on the bare rock. Few 


pause 


meet 


THE 


men can stand in such scenery unmoved, 
and as one turns from it, to the unescapable 
advice on the rock, one feels that such a 
perpetration is not only a nuisance, it is an 


CITY 


tions, and that they aishgure 


andscape tc 
the point of reducing and indeed destroying 
property 


} 


what can be done about it? 


value s, 


» cities where the nuisance of the 








outrage on the public, and, in such a pres- billboard has become one of large propor 
ence, an insult to the Creator. tions isiness men, women’s clubs, and 
This painting of advertisements on bare many organizations having for their object, 
rocks sometimes leads to unlooked for re either primarily or inecider tally, the better 
sults. You may have heard of the instane g¢ vie conditions, ref ise to trade with 
where the religious enthusiast painted upon those people or patr e thos¢ erests 
a rock the exhortation “Prepare to meet vhich advertise in objectionable ways. In 
thy God,” above which a patent medicin some cases a protest of this has hae 
man painted the advice “Use Johnson’s = s ient 
Anodyne Liniment,” after which the prac The Outloc r April 16 las s that 
tical joker came along and connected the 1 large number of cities, suff gx st isly 
» is 








Courtesy of the American Civic Association 
THE TWO CORNERS PRESENT A VIVID CONTRAST 


two sentiments by the single word “and 

How much more it will mean to the pros- 
perity of New Hampshire, in the added en 
joyment to the thousands of automobilists 
who will annually make their way from 
the Massachusetts border to the White 
Mountains along our three trunk lines o! 
highway, if they can do so with the views 
towards the fields and meadows, hills and 
mountains unobstructed, instead of havinz 
to pass through an avenue of billboards 
erected alongside the road. How much 
better an impression the traveler from the 
south might get of Concord if his first ap 
proach to the city at Railroad Bridge was 
not greeted on his right by that horrible 
old black house, almost surrounded by bill 
boards! 

If now it be admitted that billboards may 
be dangerous to health, that frequently the 
posters upon them, and depicted 
therehy are unwholesome in their sugges 


scenes 


billboard 
curtail it, 


Among those cities are Chicago, from which 


Trom evil, indertaken tl 


nave 
hd 7 

or do away with it altogether. 

which the Supreme Court 

right of 


arises a Case 1n 


of Illinois affirmed the the police 


to censure immoral Montclair, 


W orcester, 


Francisco, 


posters -B 
Cincinnati, Cambridge, 
Seattle, Washington. In 


the last city the Commissioners of the D:s- 


San 


and 


trict a year ago agreed to retuse any more 


permits for the erection billboards, the 


records showing that from January 1 t 


¢ 


July 15, 1909, permits were granted for 
ithoards on 182 walls and 56 fences. 


Under the laws of some states cities and 
towns exercise a licensing power over bill 
boards, and the ordinances which contro 


this matter prove the feeling of impatience 
and desperation of the framers of the o1 
dinances, for they leave but small comfort 
to the erectors of billboards. 


As illustrating this point I quote from 
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the opinion of Mr. Justice Woodson of th 
Missouri Supreme Court, in a reeent opinior 
involving the right to advertise : 


“While all kinds of business and mer 
chandise are advertised by this means of 
display, yet observation and common ex- 
perience teach us that probably the greater 


thereof proclaim the newest and 
choicest } liquors, tobacco, 
and cigarettes, and announcements of plays 


which are to be presented at the theaters 


per cent 


yrrands of cigars 


They offer shelter and concealment for the 
criminal while lying in wait for his victim 
And last, but not least, they obstruct the 
light, sunshine, and air which are con 


ICAN CITY 


ducive to health and comfort. While ad- 
vertising, as stated, is a legitimate and 
honorable business, yet the evils incident 


to this class of advertising are more num- 
erous and base in character than those in- 
cident to the numerous other businesses 
which are considered malo in se, and which, 
for that reason, may not only be regulated 
ind controlled, but may be entirely sup- 
pressed for the public good under the police 


power of the state. My individual opinion 
is that this class of advertising, as now 
conducted, is not only subject to control 
and regulation by the police power of the 


that it 
statute, 


her 


state, but 
pressed by 
fending eit 


might be entirely sup- 
and that, too, without 
against the state or city.”’ 


Excess Condemnation and Public Use’ 
By Andrew Wright Crawford 


Assistant City Solicitor of Philadelphia 


Compat 

a) The Llovd-George Budget and the 
taki! xation of twenty per cent of the 
unearn nerement in the value of land 
unearned by the individu the increm 
resulting from the grad i rease in values 
of a mmunity: and 

b) Excess condemnatior d the taking 


] 4 ’ 
by the municipality of the inerease in valu: 





earned directly by the expenditure of the 
money of the municipality 

In the case of the Lloyd-George Budget 
the state propose take venty per cent 
f the increase in value land resulting 
wit) vy direct expenditure by the state 
and t any direct expenditure by the 
individual. In the cas excess condem 
nat ! the prop sal is t secure to the in 
dividual everything which he owns at tl 
time of the condemnation imeluding what 
ever increase has come t him as the result 
of his own expenditure, or as the result 

of the growth of the community. But the 
State is ft get whatever additional increas 
there may be as the result of the expend 
ture of money about to be made by the 
state in directly improving the value of th 
land through the local expenditure of th: 
publie funds In the n ase a pol 

* Resumé idress i vered before the 
Second National Conference on City Planning 
and the Problems of Congestio 


unearned increment is taken from the 
the state, the owner getting no 
In the other case 
nothing at all is taken from the owner that 
There is taken from him 
the benetit the increment 


earned through the expenditure of the peo 


wner by 


ndividual return at all. 


already has. 


power to by 


ple’s money; and the entire community is 
to benefit from that expenditure through 


the additional publie facilities created 
lirectly. 
The Two Questions 
he questions to which this address 13 
lirected are two: 
a) Is the taking of private property 
not absolutely necessary for a specific im- 


s, for instance, a public street, 
the same 
it the property for the street is ac- 
purre d, in order to sell such excess property 
for the of 


recouping the expense of such improvement 


provement a 


which property abuts thereon at 


time ths 
} 
Sso1e 


idvantage 


it an purpose 
a taking for a public use? 

(b) If this question is answered in the 
negative, is the taking of private property 
ontiguous to a park or parkway and within 
a reasonable distance thereof, say two hun- 
lred feet, i 


parkway, 


n order to protect such park or 
its environs, the preservation of 
appearance, light, air, health and 
isefulness thereof, by reselling such prop- 


} 
the view, 





THE AMERI 


erty with proper restrictions to this end, a 
taking for a public use ¢ 


Respective Provinces of Legislatures and Courts 


Whether it 18 expedient or wise for the 
legislature to grant authority to take prop 
erty for public use is purely a political ques 
tion and one solely for the legislature. B 
whether the use to which it is sought 
appropriate the property authorized 
taken is a public use, is ultimate} r 
determination ot the courts. 

Strong Presumption that the Use is Public 

While this question is ultimat for th 
courts 1t 18 1n 1ts essence a quest 


This being so the courts will not interfer 


vith the legislature’s decision as to th: 
fact unless it manifestly appears by the pr 

vis ns ot the act in question that the act 
ean have no tendency to advance or promote 
such use. There is always a presumptiot 
bv the judicial braneh of the thre head 

form of government usual’ in this countr 
that the acts of the other tw: eads art 
legal. This is a strong presumpt vh 

ean o1 lv be overt irned by showil @ that ti 


aet is unconstitutional beyond a reasor 


loubt. Stronger than this ordinary pr 
sumption is the presumption in favor of the 
Vv ili lity of the legis] if ire’s decis I is 

a question which is largely 

The presumption, therefore, in favor of t 
validity of an act that authorizes the 


demnation land for a purpose is unusu 


ally strong if that purpose is in fact p 


If Use is Public the Method is for the Legislature 
Alone 


If a use s public the method by vi 


that use is to be acquired is solely for tl 

} eat e 4 . r 

legislature. If a mere easeme! 3 sufh- 
but the legislature chooses to give 

thority t acquire a tee simple, the « irt 


have no jurisdiction to interfere 
No General Definition of Public Use 


[There has been no successful attempt 
frame a definition of the term “public use’ 
other than that the exercise of eminent 
domain shall be for the public good. “Sucl 
a definition should comprehend 
the existing public purposes justifying 
a proposition, but should anticipate tl 


future exigencies of society, demanding new 


} 


laws and varied exercise of the proté 
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The Police Power Not Sufficient 
Whether or not the control of the sur 
roundings of a park or parkway can be se 
through the 


police power would seem to have been ar 


cured direct exercise ot tl 
swered in the negative, with much appear 
For the 


mmpensation 


ance of finality. exercise of the 


police power no ec is given t 


individuals. It appears by the very great 
weight of authorities that such 
the police 
tain 


exercise 

unconstitutional, Cer- 
doubt on thes 
decisions and show the effect of education, 
education as to the bill 


power is 


recent decisions cast 


as for instance, 
board evil 
Eminent Domain Is Adequate 

This control is probably to be sought un 
der the exercise of eminent domain either 
the legis 
lature chooses, by acquiring a fee simpk 
and building 
It has been held in a number of cases that 


by acquiring an easement or, if 


reselling under restrictions 
the preservation or improvement of a park 
by adding to it rights in light, air and view 
compensation for the acquisition of the 
easement being provided, is a public use 
Esthetic purposes have been held to be a 
The con 


demnation of land for the sole purpose of 


public use in certain instances. 
adding ornamental strips to an avenue haz 
been held a publie use. 

I am of opinion that the acts passed by 
a number of the legislatures of the country 
giving the of acquiring property 
within a reasonable distance of a municipal 
improvement in order to resell with such 
restrictions will be held to be a public use. 
I am equally convinced that it would be 
unwise at the present day to attempt to 
pass acts designed to acquire such ground 
merely for financial reasons. The public 
and especially the judges must be educated, 
and the best means of educating them is 
to get them to see the necessity of condemn 
ing for limited purposes first, as for in- 
stance the preservation of the light, air and 
beauty of a park, before the broader power 
is brought before them for judicial deter- 
mination. 


power 


The Broader Power Given in Principle 
This very power has been given in prin- 


ciple and has been exercised, without, how- 
ever, a decision of the courts on a contested 
case; park commissions have been given au- 
thority to acquire an entire tract of ground 
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Ores 


when a portion only has been required for a 
park, the excess portion to be resold. The 
Park Commission of Philadel- 
s given this power, and portions 
have been resold. The mere fact that a small 
triangular or other irregularly shaped piece 
of property will be left if this power is 
not given, does not differentiate it from the 
broad power to take merely for financial 
and I am convinced that it was 
a financial reason that really persuaded the 
legislatures to give this partial power. This 
reason broadly put is that when the larger 
part of a is to be acquired the 
jury of condemnation gives the claimant 
the value of the whole, and in my personal 
experience and observation a good deal more 
than the real value of the entire tract; and 
the legislature thought it wise in such cases 
that when a city has to pay in fact for the 
entire tract it should have the entire tract. 
While this power has, so far as I know, 
not been directly involved in litigation it 
has been upheld in an opinion to the legis- 
lature by the Supreme Court of Massa- 
chusetts. 


J airmount 


phia Wi 


reasons, 


property 


Conclusions 

It therefore appears that the power of 
eminent domain may be given to cities to 
acquire land abutting on that needed for a 
public improvement in order to resell the 
same with proper restrictions, so that the 
full benefit of the improvement may be 
secured by the community, even though one 
of the motives of exercising the power is 
a monetary one. It further appears that, 
because of the human aptitude of jurors to 
give the value of the entire tract when a 
small portion only is left, the power to con- 
demn the small portion not needed is a 
public use. It also appears that if the sole 
object is to save money to the city, or, as 
its enemies put it, to enable the city to 


speculate in land, by giving unlimited 
power to condemn in excess of the 
necessity, in order to resell, such 
power would now be _ held unconsti- 
tutional. gut the final definition of 


what is a public use has not yet been de- 
termined. If the matter is approached 


gradually, giving time for the education of 
our fellow human-beings who occupy judi- 
cial office, it may be that the power to resell 
when necessary to carry out central recon- 
structions of our cities may yet be held 
valid. 





Taxation of Land Values in American and 
Foreign Cities 


By Joseph Fels 


One of the phenomena of this age is the 
attraction of population to cities. Not only 
is man gregarious or social in his instincts. 
but the subdivision of labor and complexity 
of exchange, which denote our advancing 
civilization, compel men to live and labor 
together in large numbers in order to pro- 
duce the greatest results. In so doing they 
but follow the line of least resistance, i. e., 
seek to satisfy their desires with the least 
exertion. 

This congregation of vast numbers has 
projected new problems which an advancing 
civilization must solve. Among other ques- 
tions for the cities to solve are those per 
taining to the raising and disbursing of the 
huge revenues required for the complex 
activities of the modern city. The city 
fathers, ever following the line of least re- 
sistance, have bonded the cities, borrowed 
money almost to the constitutional limit, 
and piled up huge debts for posterity to 
cancel or to stagger under as best it may. 

But the people clamor for more public 
improvement, more and better streets, walks, 
parks, public buildings, etc., and the ques- 
tion arises: “Where is the needed revenue 
to come from?” 

Already the burden on private improve- 
ments, occupations and business is becom- 
ing too grievous to be borne. Improvement 
and business is checked, in fact well-nigh 
throttled. The followers of the Prophet of 
San Francisco are at hand with the solu- 
tion. They would tap the inexhaustible 
public reservoir of land values. For thirty 
years they have dinned into the ear of the 
tax-gatherer the refrain: “Tax land values 
and relieve industry.” Now that the tax- 
gatherer is at the end of his rope, since in 
dustry is burdened to its full capacity, 
he is beginning to hearken to this appeal to 
tax land values, which in all lands is be 
coming a live issue. 

In American cities land values are already 
taxed, but on the same basis as improve- 
ments and personal property. However, 
little progress has been made in the prac- 
tical work of exempting labor products and 


contining taxation to the privilege of land 
holding. 

Some fifteen years or more ago the little 
town of Hyattsville, Md., a suburb of 
Washington, exempted improvements for 
one year, and increased the tax rate on land 
values, with the result that more buildings 
were erected during the year than in the 
five years preceding. But the state courts 
decided against the experiment, and the 
town dropped back to the old rut. 

A crude attempt to place the burden of 
public improvement on the beneficiary of 


such improvement, the land-owner, is in 


operation in many American cities in the 
form of special taxes for street, sidewalk 
and park improvements assessed against 


abutting property owners. 

In the cities of New York State the Ford 
Franchise Tax Law calls for the assess- 
ment of the franchises of public service 
corporations as real estate. The franchise 
value of a public service corporation en- 
joying highway privileges is essentially land 
value. It is the capitalize the 
exclusive use of the public streets for a 
certain purpose. 

In many American states and cities 
there is a growing demand for the exemp- 


value 


of 
fo 


tion of factories, occupations and personal 
property. Such exemption would shift a 
larger part of the tax burden on to real es- 
tate values. To a more limited extent there is 
agitation for partial exemption of improve- 
ments from taxation. 

The principle of the taxation of land 
values has received wider recognition in 
Canada, where a number of 
ceased to tax improvements. Vancouver, the 
metropolis of British Columbia, a city with 
a population of about 80,000, has no tax on 
improvements. It is enjoying one of the 
greatest real estate and building booms on 


cities have 


record anywhere. Nanaimo, the center of 
the coal mining industry of the province, 
also exempts improvements. The capital, 
Victoria, and all the other municipalities 
in the province, assess improvements at 
fifty per cent or less of their value, while 
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value assessment of 


for full 
Edmonton, 


the law Calis 


land 


joining prairie province of 


the capital of the ad- 
Alberta, which 


1 few years ago was a Hudson Bay Com 
pany trading post, now a thriving metr 
polis of 30,000, and boasting skyscrapers and 


business houses out of all proportion t 


size, has exempted improvements for a num 


ber of years. Two hundred and fifty munici- 


palities and townships in the Province of 
Ontario have petitioned parliament for 
power tf sess land values at a higher rate 
than improvements. The citizens yf 
Toronto voted two to one in favor of ex 
empting dwellings from taxation to the ex 


tent of $700, but the City Council refused 
to sanction the proposal 

But the greatest progress in the direction 
of the taxation of land values has been 
made in Britain’s antipodean colonies. In 


New Zealand 


1806 the Parliament of 


granted to the local taxing bodies power to 
exempt improvements from taxation. Near 
| the counties, municipalities and 
! d districts of the colony have since made 
such exemption. In 1891 the personal prop 
erty tax was abolished throughout the col- 
yrs So that now the industries of New 
Zealand are burdened less than any Euro 


pean or American country. The people 


New Zealand are the 


globe thei per capita 


wealthiest on the 
a third 
that of the people of the 


wealth being 
greater than 
United States, while wealth is more gener 
ally diffused It has been said of that 


country that it has neither millionaires nor 
patiper 

The state of New South Wales, A istra 
lia, exempts trom taxation improvements 
in all the shires and practically all the 
municipalities except the capital, Sydney, 
whicl expected soon to take the sam 
step As a result of this shifting of taxa 
tion from industry to land values a great 
build hoom is in progress throughout th 
the country, and all lines of business ar 


stimulated. Wages are rising, and there is 
little of the problem 
Immigration has attained large proportions, 
but labor is still so searce that the state 
pe has appropriated the 
£200,000 to assist working people into the 


usual unemployed 


rliament 


sum 


country. 
In South Africa the city of Durban, the 
port of Natal, has enjoyed the equivalent 


of the taxation of land values, so far as its 
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residence section is concerned, for a num- 
ber of years. The City owns its residence 
section, and lets the land to the citizens on 
periodical lease. 

Kiau-Chow. 
one of the great trade emporiums of 


Germany's Chinese port of 
now 
the Orient, has for years raised all its rev- 
enues from land values, the authorities ap- 
two-thirds of the ground rent 
The principle has proved so successful that 
the German Empire is applying it to other 


propriating 


colonies. 

The states and municipalities of the 
German Empire now raise £125,000,000 an- 
nually in taxes on land values by means of 
inearned increment tax, royalties, ete. Of 
this sum the imperial government proposes 
to take six per cent, or £7,500,000. 

In the United Kingdom the general elec- 
tions were fought over a budget which con- 
of 
These features of the budget 
all probability saved the Liberal party 
from defeat and the country from disaster. 
The taxation of land values is the burning 
issue, and is the only alternative to a pro- 
tariff with its inevitable train of 
privilege, graft, publie corruption and pau- 


tained three provisions for the taxation 


land values. 
il 


tective 


perism. 

Over 500 local taxing bodies of the king- 
dom, including London, Glasgow, Liverpool 
and Manchester have petitioned parliament 
for power to make land values the basis of 
local taxation. This petition will probably 
be granted so soon as parliament can clear 
the way, 7. e., repeal the Lords’ right of veto, 
out the valuation of land under 
the budget. 


and carry 


The Italian cities levy a special tax on 
vacant lots, this tax in the city of Rome 
being three per full 


The 


strangle 


valuation. 
object of the tax is to break the 
hold of land monoply, and give 
industry opportunity to expand. 


cent on a 


Improve- 
ments are exempt from taxation for a period 
of two vears. 

Progress along these lines is being made 
in Paris and Vienna and in the Nwiss and 
Swedish municipalities. 

The taxation of land values is receiving 
much consideration in Norway and Japan 
and is being debated in the municipal coun- 
ceils of Caleutta and Johannesburg. 


Senor Canalejas, the new premier of 
Spain, says: 
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‘“l am navigating the same waters as is 
the English government With 
increasing production and equitably redis- 
tributing taxation, I propose to apply the 
English theory of unearned increment to 
land, and to suppress the octroi duties 


a view to 


As Count Tolstoy says: 
“The taxation of land values is the next 
t in the progressist 


gre at ste p 
the world 


movement Ol 


Reverting to America, there is 


Mobile 


colony ot Bay, comprising 
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The English Town Planning Act of 1909 


By 


Flavel 


Shurtleff 


Of the Massachusetts Bar 


(he course of town planning in th 
United States and England offers a most 


instructive comparison. In our cities senti 


nent in favor of a more orderly city growt! 


is so strong that the city of any preten 
sion without its enthusiastic “Improvement 
Committee,” is fast becoming an anomaly 


This sentiment, however, has had littl 


th th 


result that much energy has been wasted 


no expression in our body ol laws, wi 


In England legal enactment in the shaps 
of the Town Planning Act of 1909 has pre 
ceded sentiment, which even in the largest 
cities is much in need of stimulation 

A detailed analysis of the act is at this 
time unnecessary, but it may be of value to 
outline the most important provisions from 
the point of view of our own difficulties. 

The act is Part IT of the Housing and 
Town Planning Act of 1909. Thus there 
is official the idea, 
needs more emphasis in our town planning 
that there can be little effective housing 
without town planning, that town planning 
must include a careful study of the hous 
ing problem, that both town planning and 
housing are essentially interdependent. 

In conferring exclusive authority on and 
centralizing administrative powers in the 
Local Government Board, the act 


recognition of which 


carries 


before the Second 
City Planning and 


° 2. 
National 


address delivered 
Conference on 


Congestion of Population 


xtreme nnossible . 
syste governme he pi ple that 
success ty planning is depenae n an 
IMLINLIStr ( organization whi shall 
have l¢ ver and sole authority er all 
juestions reiating tf the city } ( le 
velopment. This principl s been adopte 
modified form in sever (mer y 
cities. Seattle has within a mont ted t 
amend the city charter reating a 
Municipal Plans Comm ( m 
mediate duty is to secur plan th a 
ew to such expansion as may meet prol 


demands.” In Hartford the 


City Plans Commission is not a temporary 
dy, but has had history enough to make 

it a subject of one of the papers t which 
vu have listened. 

The language of the act is to be inter 
preted by the Local Government Board. It 
will have the duty to construe the ol ject of 
the act expressed in the words: “To se- 


cure proper sanitary conditions, amenity, 
and convenience with the laying out and the 
neighboring 


use of the land and of any 


lands.” Such language is of course capable 
of a very narrow interpretation, but it may 
be confidently expected from the composi 
tion of the central body, from the staff of 
which it has 


expert advisers 


cured, that a construction as broad as 


ble within the limits of a n 
will be given to the act. 
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Govern! t Board ike regulations 
or streets and high s; buildings; open 
spaces ate a eweragt hgnt 
pa f 
ing ; ‘ | rw : 
comp! S ae 
ment 

Dh vn | ‘ 
scl t 
\f (, b I \r 
pr or ‘ t 


al ir 
ti na 


ent ' 3s was m 
fes 
. 


mil é S , wh 
¥ n the ¢ : antes 

rhe ¢ sion the t is und like t 
be ust r building purposes, which pur 
poses sl include not o1 and necess 

for the erection of buildings, but such as 
may be used for open spaces, roads, streets, 


parks, pleasure or recré grounds, and 

the decision of the Local Gover 

whether land is likely to be used for build- 
ee he 


, 
nment Board 


ing purposes or not, is final. 

In tl lefining the ( f the tow: 
planning scheme the Board has also the 
power to suspend any regulation, statute 


} 
} 


force over tl a. 
English by-laws 


system which 


1 by-laws in 
proverbial rigidity of the 
i I a flexible 
is infinitely better adapted to the peculiar 
and different conditions of each area. A: 
it is with the English by-laws, so it is with 
and a pro 


thus gives place to 


some of our municipal codes; 
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scheme, and the deci 
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recognizes different local con- 
lilions might weli be adopted in our muni- 


under the act ‘s 
Local Government Board. 
e of these regulations 


he entire procedure 
gulated by the 
appear in the 
part are 
in addi 


regulations a clause in the 


lule, and for the most 
rmal requirements. But 
lormal 

sper illy provides that the Board by 
gul all secure codperation on the 
authority with the owners 
nd other persons interested in the land at 
ery stage of the procedure, by means o 
es and such other means as may 

lently provided. Chis is just the 

ng that is being unofficially done 


ited States that is 


Eng- 
that mu f the larger development 
estate 


} 4 ] 
iependent on real 


erators, and 10 18 Certainly a most sane 


aims to secure the co- 


Bi ard fo en 


ext 101 of the scheme Al 

igh the local authority has the power 
lemn private property, which in- 
the power of removing, pulling down 


tering any building not in conformity 
1eme, it is the Board sitting as 
hich decides whether any build- 
Janning 


ng or work contravenes the town | 


of the Board is 


ision 


final and conclusive and binding on all 
persons. In the same way the Board de- 
ides whether there is any failure or delay 


n the execution of the scheme, and after 
ecision the local authority proceeds 

In all 
Local Government Board again by its power 
to appoint a single arbitrator, unless the 
parties agree on some other method, has 


questions of compensation the 


control of the question whether any property 


is injuriously affected within the meaning 
of the act. 

The clauses relating to compensation are 
irly interesting, in view of the fact 
of the recent activity along these lines in 
The act cuts the Gor- 
dian knot by providing that the local au- 
thorities shall be entitled to recover from 


peculli 


some of our cities. 
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any person whose property is increased 

value by the operation of the scheme | 

the amount of that increase. Thus do 
the municipality reap the benefit with 

any of the risks attendant on speculati 
in land values. 

A provis already familiar in s 
Ameri¢al ties withholds compensation 
any building erected on land included 
the scheme after the time at which the 
plication ior authority to prepare th 
scheme was made. Our courts have held 


aimost iniversally that an exercise of this 


right was a taking ol property which must 
be mpensated r. This p loes 1 
set to have occurred to the n n 
liscussed the act, and it may be said that 
nere 18 a possible difference in the t 
nning schemes proposed under this 
from the towh extension plans sucif 


es as Baltimore and Philadelphia, in 
that in the American cities mentioned 
is not considered by the municipal auth 
ties that land is taken although the area 
is plotted in the surveyor’s office. Che 
right is reserved to the plotting authority 

change the street lines before the streets 
are actually opened. It is perhaps intended 

nder the English town planning schen 
rigidly to abide by the plan when once made. 

Property is not deemed to he injuriously 
iffected by provisions which prescribe the 
space about buildings or limit the numbe: 
of building to be erected, or prescribe the 
height or character of buildings, providing 
that the Local Government Board considers 
the provisions reasonable, having regard 
to the nature and situation of the land. 
Such a provision, however ideally suited 
to the needs of city planning, can hard 
in its entirety be expected to be embodied 
in our system of law, which subordinates 
the needs of the community to the rights 
of the individual property owner; and even 
in England this is the first time that an 
act of partiament has made provision for 
limiting the number of buildings. 

The act contemplates action. If local 
authorities are laggards, if property owners 
fail to grasp the opportunities vhich ought 
to appeal to their civie pride, if delays 
execution of an adopted scheme are found 
unwarrantable, the Local Government 


Board mandamus may torce the local 
ithor either prepare a scheme, to 

’ 
e which I been pproved, or to 

Xi \ 3 eme lopted 
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regulation which the act calls for. Prophecy 
is valueless, but judging from the interest 
shown by municipal officials and by the 


orderly way in which those interested are 
proceeding, the act begins a new era in 
English town planning 

















The New York Budget Exhibit 


“The city invites you to see how your money is spent” 


Eve fy 0) r 3 to Octol . ent to the City Hall and to the offices of 


departments. The exhibit 
‘ 1 corner of the se nd 
hich were issued n t 
| ept the n I sn the show 
i” s hie ntiormat nica 
\ Wi the « \ per mad 
| N ‘ pass in with tl r next 
~ t erst ul the ai eT | pe p 
2 | ( ‘ t was planned to bring 
s rst ill face face with the 
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A CORNER OF THE STREET CLEANING EXHIBIT 











hibit was that the city was the host lr} scales and baskets and oil cans that had 


‘ sires the intelligent aid of every cit cheated him in the markets. The Bureau 
el the approval or disapproval of any if Weights and Measures had arranged its 
ter f appropriation asked for by any de exhibit close by the entrance, and there, 


‘ings, held befor surrounded by the fruits of their tours of 





ret, give oppor nspection and confiscation, one could 
tunity for the taxpayers to express t vays find uniformed inspectors explain- 
iterested householders one of the 


op S gy ft I 
An appropriation of $25,000 was made tf ny ways in which the city is protecting 
this unique forn f annual report; 1 then r) problem of costs and of the 


rental of the building consumed $5,000 means of living appeals to everyone, and 


the fund, for New York had no buildin t was wise to place first this clear object 


of its own suitable for the occasion, a esson on the practical connection of city 


space had to be hired i ication conve affairs with our daily lives. The visitor 
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PART OF THE EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT 


Most of the furnishings of this room were made by children in the elementary schools of New York City 


who saw that much was sure to go further. 

The directory of the exhibit showed 54 
divisions of the city’s activities, which wer 
illustrated in more than 350 booths, made 
by green burlap screens, on which charts 
and photographs hung. The material was 
both technical and popular. Great placards 
showed in chart form the record of the 
present administration,—what it is doing, 
what the work costs and what is needed for 
the coming year. Care was taken to make 
the appeal for adequate appropriation as 
graphic and direct as possible. Photographs 
were a very important aid in the telling of 
the city’s story, because it was pi ssible for 
them to make the personal element so in 
teresting. Men and machines and appli- 
ances, work finished and in process of con 
struction, were all pictured. 

Models of all kinds were displayed. 
Employees of the Fire Department had 
made a large floor map of the five borough 
on which were located the fire stations all 
over the greater city. The Tenement-House 
Department showed models of old and new 
tenements and a lifesize model of the fire 
escape which the new law requires. One 











of the most impressive sights was the full- 
size section of the aqueduct through whiel 
New York City is to be supplied with water 
from the heart of the Catskills. 

But more interesting than models or 


l 


photographs were “the real things them- 
selves,’ as one visitor put it: the ease of 
“things that a policeman carries,’ the 
diver’s suit in the Dock Department sec- 
tion, the fire-fighting apparatus old and 
new, the street cleaning equipment, from 


the humblest hand brush to the l'wentietl 


Century Snow Plough, which is operate 

by one man and does the work of fifty 
Kven “Baby,” the mild-gazing white hors« 
that has hauled carts for the Street Clean 
ing Department for nineteen years as 
there, side by side with “Teddy,” the De- 
partment’s prize horse; while over at th 
ther end of the basemer floor sto 


ru T every big mre r the ls t hitteer 
vears 

The fight against tuberculosis and un- 
clean milk was represented. The hospitals 


and other charities, the libraries, the parks 


and museums, the various commissions and 
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the five boroughs, pleading separately for 
their respective needs, all told their story. 

The Buard of Education had prepared an 
exhibit showing the whole educational 
scheme of the city. On 24 large charts was 
shown the way in which the several funds 
are spent, and why new classes, builuings 
and teachers need more money in 1911. 
In 30 booths every phase of the school work 
was displayed. Articles made by pupils had 
been gathered from trade schools, evening 
and vacation schools and playgrounds. The 
supplies needed were a show in themselves, 
so that one felt almost as if in a department 
store. The Board’s economies were made 
prominent: in buying coal it pays $1.28 
less for 240 pounds more per ton than the 
private citizen. 

It is impossible to enumerate details suf- 
ficiently to give an adequate idea of even 
a portion of the activities represented. At 
certain hours moving pictures showed the 
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maneuvers of the traffic squad, the high 
water pressure service for fighting fires in 
skyscrapers. and the way in which police 
dogs help to find and trip up the sneak 
thief and the burglar. At the noon hour, 
day after day, heads of departments spoke 
of their work and needs, and were ready 
to answer questions from taxpayers. In the 
afternoon heads of bureaus and technical 
branches of the city talked to the people. 
Citizens who were well informed on special 
topics were also invited to speak, and gen- 
eral discussion was desired. 

It is costing about $163,000,000 to run 
New York City this year. The city has 
adopted the most modern methods of adver- 
tising to show the citizens how this enor- 
mous sum is collected and spent, and why 
all the departments do not get the same 
amount; most of all, to show the citizen 
how the whole matter concerns him. It 
has been worth while to make this effort. 


Park Development in Waco, Texas 
By C. Wilbur Coons 


Secretary Waco Business Men’s Club 


In May the Cameron family of Waco 
purchased and gave one of nature’s beauty 
spots to the citizens of this city. This 
gift cost $25,000, and in addition $5,000 
was provided for its beautification and im- 
provement. This park contains 85 acres 
and the City Commissioners have purchased 
some additional land, making the total hold- 
ings more than 105 acres. 

The Waco Business Men’s Club took the 
lead in arranging a jubilee, and the other 
civic and commercial organizations in the 
city joined in the move. The affair was 
an immense success; and as the park is 
located practically in the city limits and 
but one block from the street car line, 
the people are using it, and are anxiously 
awaiting the improvements contemplated. 

The Business Men’s Club and City Com- 
missioners have made arrangements to hold 
a majority of the band concerts at Cameron 
Park and the band stand has been in use 
some time. The park contains the famous 
Proctor Springs which are noted for the 
pureness of their water, its medicinal quali- 


ties and copious flow. Mr. A. L. Rose, man- 
aging architect for Brown Bros. Co., has 
been in the city studying the park and 
the topographic survey, and he reports that 
the possibilities of beautification and land- 
scaping are practically unlimited. The 
local Park Committee, composed of Messrs. 
W. C. Lawson, W. J. Neale and Ben Ken- 
dall, are planning to construct a number 
of dams which will create a beautiful wind- 
ing lagoon with rocky banks. Bridges and 
driveways are now being located and a 
number of general improvements are being 
projected. 

The park is located on the Brazos River 
front, and upon the completion of Lock 
and Dam No. 8, necessary for Brazos River 
Navigation, a water front extending from 
two miles above the park to seven miles 
below Waco will be created, and the water 
will have an average depth of from six 
to eight feet. The riverside drive along the 
river front is being considered, and if 
built it will connect Cameron Park and 
the city by a broad boulevard. 
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The Conning-Tower 


Arthur H. Grant, Editor 


The Short Ballot Organization 


About a year ago a few men who be- 
lieved that the greatest obstacle to good gov- 
ernment in this country, especially in cities, 
was our cumbrous ballot system, got t 
gether and formed the Short Ballot Or 
ganization. By February it had 320 mem- 
bers. Now, according to the fifth Prog- 
ress Report of its Secretary, its member- 
ship exceeds 8,000. About a quarter of 
this number reside in New York State, 
where a local organization has been formed, 
ind where vigorous, though temporarily in 
ffectual, efforts were made t e the 
initial steps taken for a _ constitutional 
amendment which would make all minor 
state officials appointive by the Governor 
In Ohio a state organization will probably 
be perfected within a few weeks, and a 
systernatic campaign will be made in view 
of the constitutional convention that will 
be held there next vear. In New Jerse 
Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, Oregon and 
Washington special attention has beer 
called to this movement, and in one or two 
states the idea has been incorporated in 
party platforms. Moreover, through news- 
papers, magazines, lecturers and circulation 
of pamphlets a campaign of education has 
been systematically carried on throughout 
the nation. With such a record for its first 
year it is safe to predict that within a year 
or two the organization will begin to pro- 
duce results in the way of getting rid of 
the immense number of names that now 
make our ballots such ineffective weapons 
in the hands of the majority of voters 
The fact is that the nation is ready for 
this reform, except perhaps some politicians 
whose power would slip from them as soon 
as the ballots were made short enough 
so that the voters could concentrate their 
attention on the important officers, know- 
ing that the minor officials would be ap- 
pointed by the men they elect and whom 
they could hold responsible to a greater de- 
gree than is now possible. The Secretary, 
Mr. Richard S. Childs, 381 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, will gladly send full informa- 


tion t any of our readers whi request 1t. 
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The Age of the City 

Mayor Gaynor’s refusal to step down 
from the mayoralty of the City of New York 
to the Governorship of the State of New 
York was more than a bon mot. It was 
the recognition by a keen mind that, at 
least in times of peace, the mayor of a city 
has greater power for g 1 or evil than 
the governor of a state. Though the battle 
for rights as between the federal govern- 
yet finished, the 
greater political battle of the future will be 
for the rights of cities to govern themselves, 

ler state laws, but without direct inter- 


ference by state authorities. 


ent and the states is not 


Another 
lary to Mayor Gaynor’s remarks is 
that as people realize its truth they will be 
increasingly careful to select for their chief 

ic magistrates men who will measure up 
to the standards that have hitherto been set 


for governors of states. 
ww 

A Notable Group of Articles 

If the reader would get the fullest value 
from this issue he should read in series the 
articles by Messrs. Weirick, Crawford, 
Ford and Shurtleff. They all deal with 
the right of cities to take private prop- 
erty, with adequate compensation, for pub- 
lie purposes. All except Mr. Ford’s deal 
also with the right of the city to share 
in the “unearned increment” of value 
whether or not due to improvements made 
by the city. In this connection it will be 
interesting to refer to Vol. IT., page 202, 
and see how Denver assessed benefits for 
its civic center, and also to read the arti- 
cle by Mr. Fels in this issue, wherein the 
subject is treated in a more radical man- 
ner, viz., the taxing of land values, ir- 
respective of improveinents, according to 
the theory of Henry George, until private 
ownership of land becomes unprofitable. In 
fact the basis of all these articles, except 
perhaps Mr. Ford’s, is the apparent inade- 
quacy of the present tax system te pro- 
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vide for the manifold expenses of cities 
that are trying to make themselves beau- 
tiful, healthful, convenient and otherwise 
desirable. We say the apparent inadequacy 
because the wastefulness of most city gov- 
ernments and the inefficient methods adop- 
ted for the assess ment of personal prop- 
notorious. Fortunately, 
ks largely to bureaus of municipal re 


economy in expenditure is begin 





to be practised, but there is as yet no 
sign of the appearance of a master of 
methods who shall call forth from the hid 
ing places the various elements of personal 
property for proper assessment 
ww 

Cities as Speculators 

Meanwhile there is a demand, outspoker 
in Mr. Crawford’s article, for cities to bi 
come speculative owners of land. This 
vould merely effect on a small scale what 
Mr. Fels proposes for the entire land per- 
It is well to 


taining to a municipality. 
mind, because if the 


bear this point in 
public ownership of land 

an public purposes is a good one, 
adopt it to the 
fullest extent by such a system as the 


t would seem desirable t 


Single Tax, rather than to acquire the land 
piecemeal by costly processes of condemna- 
tion. In this connection it will be well 
to remember that only a few years ago 
t was expected that the ownership by 
ties of public utilities would enormously 
in fact prophets 


} 


nen 


nerease their net revenue 
were not lacking who foresaw the days w 
the profits on these enterprises would ren 
der taxation unnecessary. The visions have 
not been fulfilled, and except in a few in- 
stances our cities have found it more profit 
able to tax private companies than to oper 
ate the utilities themselves. This matter 
of operation for profit should, however, 
be kept distinct from that other class of 
eases where cities have undertaken the own- 
ership and operation of public utilities be- 
cause private enterprise was unwilling or 
unable to give the requisite service. Such 
cases, rare except in the smallest muni- 
cipalities, group themselves with such pub- 
lic enterprises as the construction of the 
park and boulevard system of Kansas City. 
In such cases, where the speculative element 
is absent, where the matter cannot be left 
to private enterprise, and where the city 
is working toward a definite end for the 
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veneral welfare, there seems to be no dif- 
erence of opinion as to the desirability 
of such civic enterprises, But it is, per- 
haps, fortunate that our courts, as pointed 
out by Mr. Crawford, do not as yet look 
with favor upon endowing cities with the 
dangerous right of taking private property 
for speculative purposes. Our city govern- 
ments must be closer to the people and 
freer from the domination of state and local 
bosses before they can be trusted with such 
gigantic powers. 
ote 

Organized Effort Against Billboards 

The article on billboards in this issue 
will, we trust, make our readers renew their 
determination to use all proper means to 
have this nuisance abated. While some- 
thing can be accomplished by individuals 
working alone, it is necessary to have or- 
ganized effort in order to combat the evil 
most effectively. The means to this end 
is supplied by the American Civie Associa- 
tion, which for years has been carrying 
on a campaign of education through lec- 
tures, bulletins and newspaper notices, and 
which is always ready to assist in local 
anti-billboard contests. At present, through 
its general offices in the Union Trust Build- 
ing, Washington, D. C., it is directing par- 
ticular attention to the possibility of ac- 
complishing definite results in city and 
state legislation. Its pamphlet on the sub- 
ject is devoted to a consideration of the 
nuisance in all its phases, its legal status, 
and the possibilities of doing away with it, 
and should be of great assistance to civic 
workers who are striving for the beautifi- 
cation of our cities and their surroundings. 

we 

The Cities’ Roll of Honor 

Albany, which dropped out last June, 
now comes back and takes third place. 
Tiffin, Ohio, which was on the verge of 
being dropped, instead goes up to twelfth 
place. The new recruits this month are 
Norfolk, Va., and Elmira, N. Y., which take 
eleventh and thirteenth places respectively. 
Pittsburgh, Dunver and Norwich drop out. 
In the order of number of subscribers the 
list is as follows: New York, Rochester, 
Albany, St. Louis, Kingston, Newburgh, 
Boston and Philadelphia and Poughkeep- 
sie (tied), Los Angeles, Norfolk, Tiffin, 
Williamsport, Elmira, Chicago, Providence. 





_ 
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The Commission on the City Plan at Hartford’ 


By Frederick L. Ford 


City Engineer of Hartford 


is what may be called 


Hartford 


mission-governed city, although entire 
different from the more recent 
‘ommission government as illustrated 
the Galveston and other similar | 

The legislative body of Hartford « 


of two boards, the senior one kn 
Board of Aldermen 
presided over by the Mayor, and the 
body called the Court of 


consisting of 1 


with 


Common ( 
orty members. ‘The city 
divided into ten wards, and each is repre 
sented by two Aldermen and four C 


e Alde rman and 


men. Each spring 
Councilmen are elected from « 
While it is possible under this p t 
change the entire delega 1 fr 
ill of the wards in the lower | ! 
upper brat of the city gover t 
ways has t experiel i hold I 
thus assuring the people that its gover 
ment will not be manage l by a ( re 
inexperienced set men. 

The administrative wi rk of 
performed by various bipartis 
sions, ¢ ich consisting of x mel ( re 
from each of the two leading | 
parties Each year the Mayor ! 
representatives, one from each | 


hold office for a term of three years, « 





their successors are elected and qual 
Under this plan, any Mayor can, if | 
pointees are loyal and in entire syn t] 
with his policies, gain control « each ¢ 


the appointive commissions one yeat 


election with the appointment 
nd two men. 

The various commissions are the Boa 
of Street Water Commi 
sioners, Police, Fire, Charity, Health, et 


The Board of Park Commissioners vari 


Commissioners, 


from the other regular commissions, as it 
consists of ten members, and operates un 
der a separate charter granted at the tin 
of its organization. 

Previous to the creation of the C mmis 
sion on the City Plan, the Court of Com- 


mon Council and the Board of Street Com- 


* Abstract of a paper 
National Conference on City 
gestion of Population. 


read at the Sect 
Planning and Cx 





Boat d t 
hol . f 
m 1 : 
Ma lternate yi 
S ¢ } The 1 ( 

er The 1 ers t ( 

re ft Ss oy ; rt} 

Sec. 4. All questions concerning ft 


tion of any public building, esplanade, boule 
vard, pa street, highway, 
park shall be referred to sa 
ymmon council for its consider 


final action is 


rkway, 


the court of « 
ation and report before 
location. 

Sec 5. The court of common council 
refer said commission the uction 
or carrying out of any public work not ex- 
pressly within the province of other boards 


taken 
on su 
may 


to const! 


reer 
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or commissions of sald city, and may dele- verlap into the held ot other commis 
gate to said commission all powers which sions and Cause trouble, unless the work of 
> Sal ems lecessary t com , ’ i ‘ ‘ 
the aid council deen nece : ) he new commission is cautiously planned 
plete such work in all detalis. ; nal 1i ° 
Sec. 6. Said commission may make or vold such contiiction. 
cause to be made a map or maps Of said City, As a general rule new matters originat- 
or any portion thereof, showing locations gv in the Council are now first referred to 
y it for al new public building, - . ; 
proposed by it for any neé pub = = - he Commission on the City Plan for in- 
esplanade, boulevard, parkway, 0O stree Mt wn ie : é ; 
and grades thereof, and street, building, and ‘ gation andre port. . Cheir recom 
veranda lines and grade thereon, or for any mendations are reported back to the 
new square or park, or any changes by it Council and then referred to some regular 
deemed advisable in the goer —a os y commission for definite action. If the 
any public building, street, grades and lines, . 
ees ee ni i natters relate to the layout of streets the 
square or park, and may employ expert ac . 


vice in the making of such map or maps 


Sec. 7. Said city of Hartford, acting 
through said commission or otherwise, shall 
have power to appropriate, enter upon, and 


within its 
esplanades, 


hold in fee real estate corporate 
limits for establishing boule 
vards, parkways, park grounds, streets, high 
ways, sites for public buildings, 
and reservations in and about and along and 
leading to any or all of the same; and, after 
the establishment, layout, and completion of 


squares, 


such improvements, may convey any real 
estate thus acquired and not necessary for 
such improvements, with or without reser 
vations, concerning the future use and oc 


pation of such real estate S0 @as to protect 


such public works and improvements and 
their environs, and to preserve the view, 
appearance, light, alr, and uselulne s ol 
public works, 

Ir 1 study of its charter the d 
of gaining political « of the Com 
missio1 the City Ss appar l 
branche e city g ent and 
the « ‘ ss 3 sented <¢ t 
Commiss 

Since the organizatio1 the Commis 
sion, many matters of public interest in 
Hartford have been considered and acted 
upon by it. I expect the outside opinio1 


formed from the two reports thus far is 


sued would be that the Commission ha 


been rath r inactive. lo 


a certain extent 
this is true, but 


the members felt that the 


Commission should move conservatively 


and cautiously at first until the relation- 
other commissions was 


ship with the 


thoroughly established, and the confidence: 
of the people obtained. 
It is 


new 


introduce a 
where the 
administrative work is being performed by 


difficult to 


into any city 


somewhat 
commission 

several covering 
the entire 
satisfactorily. 


commissions practically 
field of endeavor and working 
Each has certain well de- 
fined rights and prerogatives, and a new 
commission with similar authority is liable 





Street Commissioners proceeds 


Board Ol 
} 


Ls I 
l inh 


accordance with the city charter, 
and along the lines recommended by the 
Commission on the City Plan. 

In accordance with section 6 the Depart- 
ment of preparing 
outlying sec- 


Engineering is 

f the 
preparatory to the layout 
rhe 


such 


now 


topographical Maps ¢ 


ns of the city, 
all undeveloped areas. 

City Hartford out 
streets over every undeveloped area within 
‘ity limits, 


intends to lay 


even though no physical 
done upon them for the next 
Care will be taken to see that 
I the 
treets, and that provision regarding the 
shall, as 
the which 
streets will later be subjected to. 
Hartford like many American cities, has 
suffered from the destructive work of out- 
side real estate speculators, who have pur- 
chased areas within the city limits and sub- 
divided them with little or no reference to 
tl the 
customary or proper size of building lots. 
To avoid this practice, which did more than 
anything else to injure the development of 
our street system along rational lines, the 


following ordinance was passed: 


rk may be 


ae ade ~ 


‘monize with older 


existing 


idth of all streets far as pos- 


anticipate such 


uses 


e layout ol adjoining city streets or 


Section 1. No street plotted or opened by 
any private person, firm or corporation shall 
hereafter be accepted by the court of com- 
mon council until the petition for same with 
plot or plan showing proposed location of 
such street or highway, and its width shall 
nave been referred to and approved by the 
commission on the city plan. 

Sec. 2. The town clerk shall upon the 
filing in his office of any such plot or plan 
showing layout of any such proposed high- 
way or street immediately send to the party 
so filing such plot or plan a copy of this 
ordinance, 


Now every property owner must submit 


his property subdivision to the Commis- 
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sion on the City Plan before filing it a 
obtain its approval before the city will 
proceed with the acceptance ol the streets 
known thereon. This enables the Commis 


sion to determine the location, width and 


Lien c a ‘ 4 c 
direction of all streets, and incider tally to n é onsider possesses 
control the size of building lots and cit) e advantage I } t i 
blocks, as the owners us ially are ( etne | ers s ! 
about carrying out any plans in opposit extended : ( : 
to the Commission’s advice which might now pe med ! ssions 
later imperil the acceptance and main- Americat s : é 
tenance by the city of their proposed streets sibly a] t and a 
[he clause in the charter of the Com 
mission which will undoubtedly most ap- Messrs. Carrere and Hastings ] t 
peal to you 15 section 7, This is a very as expert advisers ¢ e Commis 
broad charter provision, and some will un S101 nd it is ed expected that 
doubtedly question its constitutionality as he next r a definite p vill be 
an encroachment on individual property mad 1 a report issu 1} e future 
rights. Thus far we have had no occasion to develop the City of Har d along 
test it, but if it is held to be constitutional ntelligent | comprehensive : 
The Juvenile Street Cleaning Leag f 
New York 
By Reuben S. Simons 
Supervisor of Juvenile Leagues, Department of Street Cleaning, New York 
PART II—METHODS OF WORK AND RESULTS. 
The example set by the Department of rector and take charge of the league. Dele- 


Street Cleaning in organizing children as 
volunteer aids has been followed by many 
civic organizations, which, recognizing the 
value of juvenile league work, have organ- 
ized boys and girls into posts and brigades. 
I have made a careful study of their plans 
of organization and of distribution of 
badges, and I am strongly convinced that 
the plan adopted by the Department of 
Street Cleaning is superior in every respect. 

Under the present system the Depart- 
ment not only secures the aid of the school 
children, but receives the assistance ot! 
principals and teachers. During Col. War- 
ing’s administration the leagues met at 
private institutions; today they meet in 
public schools in charge of teachers, and 
all are under my direct supervision. The 
plan of organizing may be briefly stated as 
follows: 

After I have received permission from 
the principal to organize a league at a 
school, a teacher is assigned to act as di- 





gates are then elected from the highest 
grades, who meet in convention in the school 
house after school hours I call the meet- 


ing to order, and explain to the league their 
duties as young citizens and the benefit 
they will receive by organizing. The dele- 
gates elect their own officers. I draft and 
submit to them a constitution, and after 
this is voted on, permanent officers are in- 


stalled. Various committees are ippolr ted! 


point that great care must 
be exercised. True, the league has been 
formed; that is not all, for it must be 


iced on a substantial foundation. The 
children are unfamiliar with their duties 
and the working of an organization, and 
they look to me to give the much-needed 
information. Great difficulty is also ex- 


perienced in securing a suitable person tu 
act as director of the league. It must be 
borne in mind that league work is conducted 
after school hours, and if the teacher as- 








; vl - 
the | g 

e badg sel. | 1) 
met th general Phe 
teers are anxious to rec them and pi 
to wear them. They are of German silver 
and bear the official coat of arms of t 
city of New York and the motto “We 
for clean streets.” The badges are 


given to the boys and girls when they 


as members The volunteers must demor 


strate their willingness their duty as 
citize This attitu 1 their par : 
made I n when the t a repo! 
the r rtisag 1 one a badge and a cer 
t e given, not as an inducemer 
but S a reward me I If the badges 
were distributed broad hey would lose 
their value s tL now Ss, the children be 
cone I ! red \ th 1 SUI ng des re to ot 
ire ‘ ind, knowing they must first 
iccon something rt while they 
ret t ind rodau Fg i I ilts. J ~ 
S the pyect r ‘ rues were 
est ! ‘ e observance 
vs I } rece ed } 
badge I D tment { Stree 
Clear nd ve dist dd 3,000 where 
they the n Sst g | s W 
é e | e of the ¢ 
re mplished e badges, I 1 
OfT11ZE I y is portant f 
and therefore make every effort to ke 
down the expense of conducting the m 
ment. 
The certificate referred also bears the 


motto “We are for clean streets.” It is 
handsomely colored 
boy or girl has been accepted 
aid of the Department of Street Cleanina. 
I advise the children to have the certifi 


’ : ‘ : 
lored, and certifies that tne 


) 
as a volunteer 


ates 


framed and hung up in their homes, in tne 


{ 
the rue 
| ‘ ‘ en 
n Badge 
each member the thre: 
‘ hese are the scl 
the sanitary col 
mmiuttee 
| reet commiuttee are as 
t n and around the school 
(hey are to prevent pupils from 
hrowing paper and leaving parts of their 


inches on the playgrounds and in front ot 


the scl house. I am informed by the 
rincipals that these committees take prid 
n their work, with the result that the schooi 

ises and their surroundings present a 
better appearance, The sanitary committee 


tenants who block their fire 


ipon all 


escapes, and inform them that they are vio- 


ating the law. They also urge the people 


keep their homes, halls and cellars in a 


sanitary condition. The vigilant committee 


made up of members who are in the very 


ighest school grades. They form a brig 


ade, and take charge of the blocks in which 


They stop people from littering 
instruct janitors to take in the 
they have been emptied 
andlords who do not supply their 


the y live. 
re ceptacles aiter 


tenants with sufficient and proper recepta- 
cles. This committee is the most important 
id, if the right kind of boys and girls 
results follow. 

Not all the leagues have yet adopted the 
loc] Two leagues on the east side 
the 
earnest. Accompanied by 


ire Sé ected, rood 


the city have taken matter up in 
the I 


teacher, | 
inspection of 


the 
introdue 


have made a_ personal 
feel satisfied that its 
tion in all tenement-house districts will be 
value to the Department of Street 
Cleaning. Each member of the committee 
opy of the sanitary laws and city 

and takes great 
plain the law to the people living on his 


pains to ex- 


I have referred to reports submitted by 
the members of the leagues as evidence of 
their sincerity and loyalty to the cause of 
clean streets. The majority of the reports 
are submitted weekly, while many of the 
volunteers make daily reports to their di- 
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rectors Several leagues at their 
pense have put up letter box ; 
schools, wherein reports are dr 1d 
They are collected by the secr 

manner ¢ aisp ng <« repo! 

on them has not y been perfi 
ha h wever, under ¢ ns ler t ¢ 

Vis il t) I distri t oO i l ) 

vhich will be ldressed to ( 


of Street Cleaning, and 


signed by the member of 


At the 


the leag le mak 


the report. time the « 


pre sent 





This is the Volunteer Civic League of Public School No. 43 


dren use their own paper, and as the sheets 
are not of a uniform size, much time is lost 
in filing them. If the uniform blanks ar 
adopted, they may be numbered and kept 
on file, and each league will get credit for 
all the work its members do. 


Many leagues hold their meetings weekly, 


All the 


conducted in accordance with parliamentary 


others semi-monthly. neetings ar 


laws. The president calls the meeting t 
order, and after the minutes of the previous 
meeting have been accepted the members 
read their reports of street cleaning work. 


All complaint reports are referred to the 
Department of Street Cleaning for action. 


disposed 
of, civie exercises are held. The meetings 
adjourn at 4.30 P. M. All of the le 
have adopted a uniform civic pledge, 
the 


After routine business has been 


gues 
which 
read at f the 


is sometimes opening | 


an OFTY 


14 
\\ ) re s ) 
New ¥ rgest « 
t t t tT 
\ | rep r 
I ‘ - t 
€ he F 
e members 





PREPARING FOR THE ANNUAL PARADE 


Brooklyn, which won the cup ip the baseball game 
housekeepers and others. <A spr 
gram is prepared for the oc 
ng ot essays on street clear y W 
triotic songs, reports of the preside 
secretary and distributi ft badg 
cluding with my address on the d 
citizens. I strongly advocate the 
ot open meetings for the r ym th 
arouse enthusiasm and publ te 
the same time I have nh opport 
explain to the adults the rules 
quirements of the Department of 
Cleaning. I emphasize th t ft 
laws must be obeyed, that it 


duty ot citizen to 
the Department of 


burden of 


every 
Stre 
responsibility. 
dress I have literature « 
children, which is issue 


extracts I 


ment, be aring 


of 


1910 
nr 
,? i 
} 
nd 
Col 
ling 
tne 


: 
| 
: 
' 











te 
i 


imaws cit ordinances ‘ At Lhe ( nh ] 
S101 my address | ver the 1 y 
questions put to me 

[he elulness ¢ t! ( be er 
wit! t m I tl Ma Lhe 
leagues irt Hu | ! 
celiebori I £ r I 


“ - 7 2 
j;tae Oh , 


ye are oe 





JUNIOR LEAGUES PASSING 


Commissioner Edwards, the Deputy Con:missioners 
ing, and received a handsome silk banner 
from the committee i irge of the cel 
brat One league Manhattan issue 
at its own expense a circular printed 
English and Hebr appealing to tl 
people to aid them in the work of impr 
ing sanitary conditions. Two leagues i 
Brooklyn have organized a snow brigad 
and immediately after the sn falls thi 
boys clean the crossings leading t their 
schools. They also g from door t door 
and with the aid of r badges urge that 





the snow be removed from sidewalks and 


gutters. Many schools publish monthly 
papers containing articles on the work of 
the leagues, and thus this matter is 


brought home to the people 
While I speak of the work accomplished 
highest 


by juvenile terms of 


leagues in 
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praise 





IN REVIEW AT THE 





CAN CITY 


and 


ad- 
vantage of every opportunity to assure the 


commendation, and take 
that the 


appreciates 


id girls 


Street Ul 


Department of 
their efforts, 
make them understand that they are 
ring for their own benefit, and are simply 
ng their duty as citizens. Nevertheless, I 


aning 


am not unmindful of the fact that they are 


ind order to retain their 


a in 1th 
erest in the work it is absolutely essential 
plans be formulated to insure 


aa 2hs? 








1910 OUTING 
and Mr. 


Simons are seated in the front row 
harmo! is action, and create a feeling of 
riendly relationship among all the hoys 


and girls who have enlisted under the Lan- 
ner of cleanliness. 

With this object in view an outing and 
parade were held by the juvenile street 
ig leagues of the City of New York 
at Dexter Park, Woodhaven, L Ss on July 
1909, 


cleanit 
i, It was a gigantic undertaking, 
and the magnitude of the task may be ap- 
preciated when I say that more than 15,v00 
It was necessary to 
vars to take the mem- 
of the 31 leagues represented to and 
from the park. The leagues asserubled at 
8 A. M. at their respective school houses. 
Each league was in charge of a volunteer 
director, and arrived at the park at 10 
The morning was devoted to danc- 


attended the outing. 
charter 34 special 


bers 


o'clock. 
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ing, baseball, etc., and at 1 P. M he fidence. For the first time they heard fron 





children lined up for parade Che leagues the C ssioners ps that he a ated 
marched in the order in which they wer their work. and the effect cannot be over 
organized, each carrying a banner bearirg estimated On the f wing dav every ' 


the name of the league, the number of tli newspaper in Greater New York contained 
‘ school and the motto: “We are for clean ng and compli1 
streets.” Kvery boy and every girl ore xcellent howing made bv t 3 and 


official badge, and many of them carried and said that the tinge and the 
’ American flags. ler nstrati nm were a g r 


The reviewing stand was crowded with his year’ 0 
prominent men and women, including Com ng; at st 25,000 Lre irt. Ih 


missioner William HH. Edwards and the order to show his tion C 














LITTLE WOMEN CIVIC LEAGUE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL NO, 4. MANHATTAN 
This league won first prize for best showing in parade In the outing of [9 


judges 1 awarded silk | el 
' : 

three eagzues Making the bes SI \ S$ : 
: : 

each leag 1e passed the re \ C ~ ' 
president saluted the Commissioner, 1 silver lal n 

} ’ ’ ’ . 

the league was then led to the cent .% t! tic ntests ' 


field. When all the leagues were ] i re are 1 i] n 

the order “Attention” was given, and the y pu the ie of 

children stood erect like a regit t el street ( fully il 

soldiers. It was an impressive sight rec ed the Phe r] 
IT shall never forget as long as I live the eve y the vs and f Greater 

shouts of enthusiasm and the cheers that N Yor 3 an example { rs at 

rang out when I introduced Commissioner 1 abroad. Ih 

Edwards as the first speaker The hur lished I have been spire se 

dreds of men and women on the reviewing t patriotic duty My sol i am- 

stand joined in the applause, while the tion have been t or in th pe that 

band played “Hail to the Chief.” Phe the boys and girls may rec that train- 

Commissioner’s speech was full of interest ng so essential to the n f the ide 

and inspired the children to renews the 








ate 


a 


_ ee 


en on 





Town and Village 


Edited by Edward T. Hartman 


Secretary Massachusetts Civic League 


The Carmel-by-the-Sea Garden Contest 


In this department for March we gave an 
account of the beginnings of the Civic 
League of Carmel-by-the-Sea, Cal. The 
garden contest there proved so successful 
that it deserves more extended notice. 

Twenty-one gardens were entered, which 
is a good number for a village of only a few 
hundred people. Judges were selected from 
other places, and a few days before they 
were to come to make their inspections, pos- 
ters were put up “urging all residents to 
present a ‘Spotless Town’ to the view of the 
judges, and there was a general ‘clearin’- 
up-time’ all around. Some unsightly store 
yards were fenced in, broken fences were 
mended, and a general air of neatness 
prevailed.” 

The array presented to the judges was 
found most attractive, and the excellence of 
the work rendered it difficult to reach a 
decision. Prizes were offered for order or 
up-keep of the premises as a whole; for 
profusion of bloom; for the finest individ- 
ual plants; for the best collection of native 
ferns. The prize winners chose their prizes 
in the order of the number of points scored; 
three pictures, two magazines and ten dol- 
lars worth of plants and seeds—six prizes 
in all. The pictures were contributed by 
artists. 

A small Spanish boy of nine years of 
age won the prize for the best collection 
of ferns, third in the list of drawings. He 
selected a picture. It was thought he might 
not understand about the value of the seeds 
and plants offered, and it was explained 
to him. He stuck to his picture. He after- 
wards explained to his mother that he could 
in some way manage to get money for seeds 
and plants, but that he would never have 
money enough to buy one of Mr—-——’s 
pictures. It is needless to say that his de- 
cision won applause from the audience. 

A prize was offered to the child bringing 
in the largest variety of native wild flowers. 
This resulted in a collection of eighty-six 
varieties, and aroused among the children 
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an interest in the native plants that prom- 
ises to last for many years. Great ingen- 
uity was shown by the children in the 
manner of preparing and presenting the 
flowers. 

So great is the interest which has been 
aroused that plans are already under way 
for another year, when many more gardens 
promise to be entered. Color schemes are 
being worked out, the first year’s experience 
showing that even a great profusion of fine 
plants might be inharmonious because of 
the combinations of colors. To get ready 
for the wild flower feature a number of the 
children are planning to collect and press 
them as they appear so as to have their col- 
lections cover the entire year, and so that 
“we may know the whole floral gamut of the 
season.” 

we 
Town Planning in Port Sunlight 


A notable example of the proper develop- 
ment of new areas has been supplied 
through Mr. Lever’s foresight in Port Sun- 
light. Of course, Port Sunlight is a Lever 
village; but Mr. Lever has done well by it, 
and the example is one which small places 
could well follow through municipal action. 

Mr. Lever wanted to develop an open 
space of considerable size. It is practically 
surrounded by spaces already occupied, and 
the importance of a harmonious develop- 
ment was obvious. So Mr. Lever offered 
three prizes, of £20, £10 and £5 respec- 
tively, to students of the Schools of Archi- 
tecture and Civie Design of the University 
of Liverpool for the most approved plans. 

Additional importance attached to the 
scheme because the new area is to form the 
village center, to contain a museum and 
picture gallery, a publie library, a gym- 
nasium for men, boys and girls, a girls’ 
club with direct access to the gymnasium 
and a college for higher education. Im- 
portant thoroughfares are involved and it 
is significant that Mr. E. Prestwich, the 
winner of the first prize, has sueceeded in 
working out a plan which makes it as 
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though all had been designed from the first 
days of Port Sunlight. 

Mr. Lever will not do all the building 
at once, nor does he pledge himself to fol- 
low any plan in its entirety, but if he adopts 
any scheme in its main lines he will pay 
its author an additional £100. 

Here is a helpful suggestion for our 
American villages, which generally expand 
as conditions dictate, from hill to vale and 
vale to hill, with no consideration of har- 
mony, of contours or of any thing else. 
As has so often been brought out, this 
haphazard growth is more of a tax on fu- 
ture generations because of its badness 
than it can ever be because of its original 
cost. A plan is not a plan unless it is 
for all time, as good fifty years from now 
as now. Mistakes will be made, to be sure, 
but the present mistakes are those of omis- 
sion rather than of commission. The for- 
mer are always more numerous and far 
less pardonable. 

w%e 
Recognizing the Work of the Women 

The News, a Franklin, Pa., paper, says: 

“The Civie Improvement Society is al- 
ways doing something to improve the city’s 
appearance. Its latest acts are the placing 
of ferns around the memorial fountain in 
the City Park and the equipping of the 
drinking fountain at the corner of Twelfth 
and Liberty Streets with tubes from which 
people may drink without using the dan- 
gerous common drinking cup. 

“To the many visitors the News desires 
to say that the splendid appearance of the 
city is largely due to the women composing 
this society. Not only have they made 
many improvements themselves, but they 
have inspired others to make their proper- 
ties as attractive as possible. 

This is generous and proper tribute. 
Among the functions of a properly con- 
ducted community news sheet, news of 
what is being done is not superior to proper 
recognition of those who are doing the 
work. Good movements are helped by 
proper publicity, which must be generous 
and accurate; but such movements are also 
helping those who are back of them. This 
department is glad to commend the work 
of the women. It likewise commends the 
commendation of the News. The example is 
not as common as it ought to be. 


The Regulation of Street Trees 

Tenatly, N. J., has accepted the provis- 
ions of the Shade Tree Commission Act, 
and appointed a commission which will 
hereafter have entire control of planting, 
maintaining and protecting shade trees in 
all the publie highways of the borough and 
a similar power in respect to the public 
parks. An ordinance covering all details 
is being considered, and the people are be- 
ing heard in regard to their opinions and 
wishes in the matter. 

The Commission will first consider the 
protection of trees already standing, par- 
ticularly from electrie light wires, gas mains 
and other injurious agencies. It has 
ordered all written and printed notices and 
all advertising to be removed, and it re- 
quests the codperation of the citizens in 
preventing the disfigurement of the high- 
ways in this manner. 

Bound Brook, N. J., is concerned about 
the protection of its many fine trees, and 
the Chronicle urges the adoption of the act 
above mentioned, and cites the action of 
Tenafly and many other places in justifica- 
tion. The Bound Brook trees are needing 
care, and the people are not likely to neg- 
lect them any longer. 

Medina, N. Y., is thinking along the 
same lines. Medina is in a peculiar posi- 
tion in that it has too many trees. These 
trees, however, are of quick growing vari- 
eties, they reached their prime several years 
ago, and they now show signs of decay in 
many places. The shade, owing to the close 
ness with which the trees were planted, is 
dense, producing a dampness that is un 
pleasant and unhealthy. The Medina 
Journal urges the development of som 
authority to take the matter in hand, super- 
vise a thinning-out of the trees and the 
planting of slow growing and long lived 
varieties, so that when the present planta 
tion has disappeared there may be some 
thing ready to take its place. 

In most of our towns and villages an 
ideal tree growth is possible. Here is where 
small places have a distinct advantage over 
large places. But the matter is too gener 
ally neglected till it has assumed a serious 
condition. All this work should be done 
with design. The kind of tree is import 
ant. Fast growing varieties may be used 
where there is nothing to begin with; but 
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elms, maples and their kind should be 
started so as to be ready when the others 
are gone. Each street should have its 
particular kind of tree, and only one kind. 
The first need is for an active authority 
to look after the work, and there is no 
better method than that provided by the 
New Jersey Shade Tree Commission Act. 
oe 

The Ipswich Historical Pageant 

The Ipswich Historical Society, Ipswich, 
Mass., this year observed its twentieth an- 
niversary by developing a historical pa 


geant. The pageant followed the same 
general lines as that of Deerfield, enacted 
a few days earlier. This was the more 


natural in that Miss Margaret McL. Eger 
was the director in both cases. An outline 
of the scenes at Ipswich will be suggestive 
of both. 

The first scene illustrated the village fes- 
tivals, dances and songs of the 17th century 
and the superior contempt of the Puritans 
for such worldly frivolities. It reminded 
one of the conundrum: “What did 
Pilgrim Mothers endure more than the 
Pilgrim Fathers. They endured all that 
the Pilgrim Fathers endured and the Pil- 
grim Fathers too.” The Ipswich pageant 
was successful in depicting austerity. 

The Indians, their home life, hunting 
and dances, came in for a share. Then 
there was the coming of John Winthrop, 
Jr., and his Company to found Ipswich, and 
the purchase of the land from the Aqawams. 
Early colonial life, weddings, social gather- 
ings, church gatherings, Indian alarms and 
wars, the resistance to Andros and similar 
incidents made up the remainder of the 
program. 

If one might suggestively criticise the 
pageant it could be said that there was 
too much sameness in the scenes. The 
variations and contrasts were not so marked 
as to give sufficient life to the pageant as 
a piece of acting. Then, too, a pageant 
which cannot be seen is not a good pageant. 
The seating accommodations at Ipswich 
were poor. The seats were on the same 
general level as the stage and only people 
in the first two or three rows could see 
to advantage what was being done. 

But the effort was commendable. When 
we learn in this country, as they have 
learned in England, that we cannot de- 


velop a pageant that will portray the chief 
historical incidents of a place, and per- 
formers to take the parts—and the spirit— 
overnight, we can do as well as has been 
done in England. Our history is rich in 
incidents with dramatic qualities, and the 
pageant offers one of the best methods 
of bringing those incidents into the lives 
and consciousness of the people. But as a 
people we are not from birth steeped in 
these things, at least not many of us; and 
the trouble with our pageants is that we 
try to do them as we build our western 
towns. The results are very similar. There 
is but little that offers greater possibilities 
than the pageant, but we are just missing 
the best of it as yet. 
ove 

A Park and Playground for Windsor Locks 

The people of Windsor Locks, Conn., are 
rejoicing that at last they and their child- 
ren are to have a place where they may 
freely go for recreation. The question has 
been for some time discussed for, though 
not a large place, Windsor Locks is a manu 
facturing center, there are many poor 
homes, there is some crowding of houses, 
and there has been no place where the 
people could find satisfactory outdoor re- 
creation. 

Seven acres of land, well supplied with 
trees, is being fitted up for the purpose. It 
is centrally located, it has good qualities for 
the purpose and everything is satisfactory. 

There is a fatal defect, however, of which 
the people seem not to be aware. The land 
does not belong to the people, but is leased 
for a term of years from the Consolidated 
Railroad. When the lease expires a renewal 
may not be granted. At any rate a time 
will come when a renewal will be refused. 
The cause of the refusal will in all proba- 
bility mean that the land could not be 
purchased or, if so, only at a prohibitive 
price. It will be hard, after years of ex- 
perience with the playground, to go without 
one. Where will the people turn? 

A playground and park can never be 
secured by the people of Windsor Locks 
more easily than now. The people feel the 
need, and they will feel it more and more, 
and, under the experience they are to have, 
they will appreciate its values more and 
more. The development of a leased play- 
ground that is gradually growing out of 
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their reach is therefore bad policy. The 
people should own the ground because they 
will always need it. The need becomes 
greater as the years pass. 

o% 
Gilbertsville Takes unto Itself a Playground 

Seldom has such a wooing and a winning 
been seen as when the little village of Gil- 
bertsville, N. Y., started last spring to 
secure for itself a playground. Talk com- 
menced early, and by March citizens were 
insistent in urging the excellences of the 
playground state and the loneliness of the 
playgroundless child. The need seemed ob 
vious. “But where shall the boys play ball? 
The schoolground is too small. Every good 
bat goes over the twenty strand wire fence 
with its barb wire on top, or perilously near 
the schoolhouse windows. The village ordi- 
nance prohibits ball playing in any street 
or lane, penalty five dollars. Are we treat- 
ing the boys fairly to allow them no ball- 
ground? Is land so precious in the Town of 
Butternuts that a baseball field cannot be 
had and kept permanently for the use of 
the Gilbertsville boys?” 

The arguments were cogent and the town 
went a wooing. The Brewer lot found 
favor in its eyes. Here were eight acres 
which had been years ago beautiful, but had 
fallen “a victim to the axe and man’s greed 
for gain.” But it could be restored in 
many ways, and there was much available 
play space. It was owned by a citizen who 
wanted to keep it, but if the people wanted 
it he would let them have it for $900. A 
subscription paper was started and the 
money was soon raised. A meeting of the 
subscribers was called to perfect an organ- 
ization to look after the development of 
the playground and its administration. 

To provide proper equipment and perfect 
the improvements the people gave a musi- 
eal comedy. Thirty young men and women 
volunteered to form a chorus, vaudeville 
acts were improvised, scenery was painted 
by a local artist, and the ladies sold ice 
cream and chocolate sauce between the acts 
to help out the revenues. Additional feat- 
ures were added as the interest grew, the 
local papers talked about it, and when the 
time came the people turned out in force. 
The results were a success, not only finan- 
cially, but because the people learned to 
work together for the common good. 

Said one of the papers: “The playground 
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is hardly second to the schoolhouse in value. 
This village shows that it is up to date by 
providing a suitable athletic field. We 
want it well equipped with everything nec- 
essary to meet the various needs of the 
young people.” Thus do the people justify 
themselves in the course they have chosen 
to follow. The future will demonstrate to 
them the rightness of their course 
o% 

The Voice of Morristown Men 

The Merchants’ Retail Association of the 
little city of Morristown, Tenn., is taking 
up the esthetic along with the commercial 
improvement of its community. At a 
spring meeting of the Association the mem- 
bers took up the question of beautifying 
Main Street, at least the portion which con- 
stitutes the principal business section. Vari- 
ous objectionable features of the thorough- 
fare were discussed, and the members were 
unanimous in their determination to remedy 
the conditions. 

Small sheds, shacks and piles of lumber 
are to be removed. Vacant lots are to be 
cleaned, weeds mowed and all garbage re- 
moved. Billboards and wooden awnings are 
likewise to be removed. A uniformity in 
store fronts will be attempted, and signs 
and advertisements will occupy spaces on 
the front of buildings instead of extending 
over the pavement or into the street. 

Telephone, telegraph and electric light 
companies will be asked to paint their poles, 
and keep them free from placards. Sign 
posts, hitching posts, boxes, stands, ete., 
must go, and no dray or hack will be al- 
lowed to stand on the principal street. 
Truck peddlers, wood and kindling dealers, 
horse traders, and soft drink venders will 
be relegated to the cross streets and alleys. 
In addition to all this a determined effort 
will be put forth to maintain proper sani- 
tary conditions in every part of the city. 
“City beautiful” clubs will be organized and 
each section of the city will be asked to join 
in the campaign. 

A committee from the Association has 
taken the matter up with the City Council, 
and will urge the enactment of such ordi- 
nances as may be necessary to secure the 
improvements desired and to maintain them. 
Citizens of the town are enthusiastic over 
the crusade, and there is promise that the 
people generally will support the lead taken 
by the Association. 
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London's Newest Garden Suburb 
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isually charming public park. We re- 
juce the plan of the development of the 


first half of this property, which seems to 
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Garden Cities, Suburbs and Villages 


A letter from Mr. Ebenezer Howard, 


published in Garden Cities and Town Plan- 


protests against a careless use of the 
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THE NEW GARDEN SUBUR 


to acquire and develop the portion of the 
land needed to preserve the existing view, 
and the surplus profits of the undertaking 
ire to be devoted to public objects in the 
neighborhood, the acquisition of the ad- 
ditional land being kept first of all in mind. 
“There is a fine old Georgian mansion,” 
says Garden Cities and Town Planning, 
“which it is hoped may be turned over to 
the town for use as a museum or library.” 
Che estate is bounded on three sides by an 
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above terms and distinguishes between 
them: 

“A ‘garden city’ is a self-contained town, 
industrial, agricultural, residential—planned 
as a whole and occupying land sufficient to 
provide garden-surrounded homes for at 
least 30,000 persons, as well as a wide belt 
of open fields, combines the advantages of 
town and country, and prepares the way 
for a national movement, stemming the tide 
of the population now leaving the country- 
side and sweeping into our overcrowded 
cities. 
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“A ‘garden suburb’ provides that the nor- 
mal growth of existing cities shall be on 
healthy lines; and when such cities are not 
already too large such suburbs are most 
useful; even in the case of overgrown Lon- 
don they may be, though on the other hand 
they tend to drive the country yet further 
afield, and do not deal with the root evil 
rural depopulation. 

“‘Garden villages,’ such as Bournville and 
Port Sunlight, are garden cities in miniature, 
but depend upon some neighboring city for 
water, light and drainage; have not the 
valuable provision of a protective belt, and 
are usually the center of one great industry 
only.” 

o%e 
A Successful Administration 

Writing of “Municipal Nonpartizanship 
in Operation” in the September Century 
James Creelman says: 

“In New York, perhaps for the first time, 
the seat of government is in the City Hall.” 

He proves this statement by showing 
what has been saved and gained in New 
York in the first six months of Mayor Gay 
nor’s administration. The Mayor's re- 
fusal to bargain for his nomination has 
given him absolute independence. He has 
appointed men of character, ability and ex 
perience to conduct city departments, re 
gardless of party affiliations; he has disci- 
plined the police, detected and eliminated 
graft, stopped waste and saved millions of 
dollars and dealt fairly with business men 
in the matter of taxes. 

The principles by which all this and 
much more has been accomplished are sta- 
ted in the Mayor’s own article in the 
Century on “The Problem of Efficient City 
Government.” He says that “the only ef- 
fective method to preserve order and en- 
force the law is that prescribed by the law 
itself.” The government should be in hon- 
est and competent hands. “In the case of 
an honest incompetent the general result is 
in effect the same as in that of a dis- 
honest competent.” A mayor must “know 
the distinction between a government of 
laws and a government of men.” He must 
have studied law and government and have 
had practical experience therein. National 
and state party prejudice or bigotry should 
not be carried into local politics. Voters 
should vote solely on local polities, men and 
issues. He who votes otherwise is respon- 
sible for local bosses and is doing a stupid 
and degrading thing. “Party leaders and 
politicians should receive the honorable 
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“Exposure of Trickery in Weights and Measures”’ 

Under this title Francis Arnold Collins 
tells, in the September Revie f Reviews 
of the conditions in New York whiel 
were uncovered by the recent investigation 
of weights and measures by the Bureau 
of Municipal Research. Since this investi- 














A “BUSHEL” BASKET WITH FALSE SIDES 
AND BOTTOM 


gation the municipal department of 
weights and measures has been reorganized, 
and a number of raids by the Commissioner 
upon stores, markets and wholesale houses 
have added to the accumulation of evidence 
against dealers of all kinds. There has 
been unconscious cheating due to wear and 
tear on scales, to dirt and rust; there are 
false bottoms in measures, some made by 
extra pieces of pasteboard or board slipped 
in, others by the actual weaving in of extra 
inside pieces in willow baskets; dented 
measures have been common; scales are 
fraudulently adjusted, some of them by 
hanging weights on one side by a wire pass- 
ing over behind the counter; “pound pack- 
ages” are no longer really pounds, and 
even dry goods are sold short. 

City departments of weights and meas- 
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More Help for Debaters 


The Number 1 Bulletin of the 


Science Series published by the 


Political 
Extension 
University of Kansas is on 
City 


prepared by 


Division of the 
“The Commission 
ment” and has been Prof. 
Frank G. Bates. It gives the history of the 
movement, the chara 
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essential and 


eteristic, 


incidental features of the plan, arguments 


for and against it and a list of authorities 
on both sides The Kansas law on ‘this 
subject for cities of the second class is giver 


in full, and the points of difference between 


this 
are stated. 


law and that for cities of the first class 
we 
The Citizen and the Gymnasium 
The Br line, Mass., 
torium and gymnasium is widely known. 
In the 


Boston Comme for October 1, 
Charles 


B | 1Ova telis 
Brookline 


municip ha 


how and why th 
ap 
Athletic 


he is Secretary, came into be 


Gymnasium 
tion, of which 
ing, and what it has accomplished 

[he boys and young men who excelled in 
running, jumping, swimming or wrestling 


did not care exert themselves for al 


round proficiency in gymnastic events, 
it became necessary to regulate and contr 
competitive sports. So in 1908 
formed the Associat 

interesting every citizen in putting 
highest social, 


Any resident 


prominent 
citizens with the 
aim of 


athletics upon the moral and 


educational basis. is eligible 
for membership: the initiation fee is $2, the 
annual dues $1. Any boy under 16 years 
of age may become a junior member by pay 


ing an initiation fee of 50 cents and ar 
nual dues of 25 cents. Each team 

sented by 
committee appointed to develop its 
New material is brought out, and the team 


has personal attention and enc 


is repre 
its captain and manager on th 
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iragement. 
The Association has a fine record of success 
in competitive sports. 
become “the meeting place of healthy, en- 
thusiastic citizens who are improving the 
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Utility and Beauty Combined 


Syracuse, N. ¥ 


has a new ornamental 


( view of which we reproduce 
e article M. B. Palmer, Assistant 


Bureau of Water, 
Journal and Engineer for 


» Syracuse 


Oct 5. The article is very fully ilius- 
trated with views and diagrams showing the 
ction of the standpipe, and is too 
r us to review in detail. 
: dpipe consists of a steel tank 
thar | feet high and 66 feet in 
ter, enclosed in a circular shell of 
v. White artificial stone forms the 
e and coping of this covering, 


and parapet are of rock faced 


and brick ar 


icK; both stone 





ORNAMENTAL STANDPIPE AT SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


common 


red brick of good 


masonry walls are thirty 


es thi the base and twenty inches 
thick in the shaft. There is an air space 
thirty inches wide between the tank and 


the brick backing, and in this space there 
Ss a winding stairway to the steel-and-con- 
crete roof, from the top of which one gets 
fine view of the surrounding country. The 
stration well suggests the durability and 
beauty of the structure. 
we 
New York’s New Comfort Station 


Che Municipal Journal and Engineer for 
September 28 describes and illustrates by 
views and diagrams what is probably the 
most ornamental and architecturally per- 
fect public comfort station in the country. 
It faces the Hudson River on the west side 
near Grant’s Tomb, 


of Riverside Drive, 
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SHELTER AND COMFORT STATION, 


The entrance to the comfort station is not seen from 
to a fine 


New Y ork City 
shelter, the roof of which is supported | 


The floor of the grat 


twelve Dorie col imns, 18 on a level with 
Drive from which the ground slopes rapidly 
toward the river, and is fourteen feet above 

While 
low the 


surface, its front is entirely above ground. 


the comfort station directly beneatl 


the comfort station is partially b 


lve 


Its entrance is not visible from the Dr 

The Department of Parks of the Boroughs 
of Manhattan and Richmond put up this 
station, and it cost $45,000. The character 
of its location demanded an architecture 
that should not detract from the surround 
ings, a result which has been well attained. 
This article gives the details of construc- 
tion and interior arrangement. Provision 
has been made for extending the heating 
system in the future to Grant’s Tomb. 

we 

“‘Good Tenements for a Million People”’ 

New York’s successful fight for better 
housing is described by Emily Wayland 
Dinwiddie in the September World’s Work. 

For eight years the Tenement House De- 
partment has had full charge of tenement- 
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lav which 2 I l l r, 

ca , , ome , 

lreamed « n the ‘dumbbell period,’ except 
ew ses Dullt DY ¢ ritat enter 

prise.” Since the days whe Mr. Alfred 

Tr. Whit nd Miss Ellen Collins proved 

that dens of horrors could be turned into 

homes, and model tenements could be made 


to pay, a goodly number of lel-tenement 
associations have been formed, some of 


them philanthropic, some commercial. The 


irgest of those on a commercial basis 18 


the City and Suburban Homes Company, 


which pays dividends of tour per cent. 
Philanthropy and business have learned 
to clasp hands. This article gives gruesome 
views and descriptions of former scenes of 
ice and disease due to neglectful and 


avaricious landlords, and cheers the reader 
by showing the wonderful changes which 
have been wrought since the doom of the 


dumbbell tenement was sounded 
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make big costs. KXKansas City, Mo., has a municipal farm 

vhich shows good results. Instead of cost- 
w% : ; 
ng the city $220 a year, as was the case in 

Chicago has 250 new concrete electri the workhouse, a prisoner on the farm earns 
light standards along Lincoln Park boule $100 a year for the city. The reformatory 
vard. Th re more artist n appear é luence good, as the work interests the 
than wooden or metal poles and are not men by a variety suited to each one’s 
like to topple over for a good whil \ 
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: , e The University of Rochester has a new 

Since the « red population f Pitts ae : - , og 
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= ’ Gilder Fund for the Promotion of Good 
rest | 1 pubilie he nh Ss that d strict . a. 2 ° » } 
Citizenship” in the establishment of several 
me fellowships, the holders of which will study 
iy IT . | SO ial and political conditions and engage 
‘ ealt Commissioner of lenver . . 
7 % - n practical civic work. 
speaks emphatically and truly when he says 

“It is criminal to conceal a disease in the we 
house and jeopardize the life or health of ; ae ’ : ; 
your neighbors simply because a placard on The Milwaukee Association for Public 
your house is objectionable.” Play and Social Education was organized 


in September. It has a large and en- 
thusiastic membership, and is expected, un- 
Vacuum street cleaning is not a new der the guidance of Mr. Edward J. Ward, 
thing in European cities and in some of our formerly in charge of the Rochester social 
eastern municipalities, but the city of centers, to do much for public recreation, 
Cleveland has a new model of this sort of social education and the fitting celebration 
cleaner that is expected to be a great suc- of civic holidays and festivals. 
cess and to Save the city consice rable money, 
we 
we The Chicago School of Civies and Phil- 
[he Florida State Board of Health has anthropy will emphasize in its courses of 
study for 1910-11 the social work of munici- 


adopted resolutions by the enforcement of ah : , 
pal governments. The school has a fine list 


which all hotel beds shall be screened 1 ° . 
‘Il fox of lecturers on physical education, play- 


vl and drink . > 
of ground work, social centers and housing, as 
offered or served in hotels, boarding houses, e 3 

well as on the codperation of settlements 
with each other and with the department 
heads of the local government. 


against mosquitoes, and 


restaurants or shops shall be protected from 
flies. 

we 
w%e 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, has established an in 
teresting precedent in commissioning as a The city of Madrid, Spain, is to open a 
city patrolman an officer of the Civie new boulevard through the most congested 


League of that city. When a member of the part of the city to connect the parks and 


society knows of a person or a place that boulevards of the northern and southern 
should be investigated, all he has to do is sections. It is said that 3,500 families and 
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500 business concerns will have to find new 
quarters, and that business will be greatly 
stimulated by the necessary new building 
The city is becoming rapidly modernized 
and is beginning to acquire suburbs. 

w%e 

Norwich, Conn., is headed toward com 

mission government. No change has been 
made in the city charter, but there is an 
executive committee composed of seven 
members of the Council, to which all mat 
ters are referred without debate, to be in- 
vestigated and reported upon to the Council. 
Weekly committee meetings are held and 
monthly reports are made. This is a step 
toward managing city business like a pri 
vate undertaking. 

w%e 


Che borough of Glen Ridge, N. J., stirred 
to some effectual move by frequent burglar 
ies, has bought and placed on duty two 
trained Belgian police dogs, which are said 
to be of a very high type and extremely 
quick and vicious. They are trained to 
search for and to trip up suspicious persons, 
and to leave cats and chickens unharmed. 
Other suburban communities with exten 
sive territory to patrol may find this experi 
ment worth trying. 


The American Federation of Arts will 
increase for the coming season its travelling 
library of illustrated lectures on American 
sculpture, painting, civie art and municipal 
improvement. Authoritative lecturers will 
prepare this popular educational material, 
and each lecture will be illustrated by 
about sixty slides. Small towns that can- 
not readily secure lecturers will find this 
lecture library of service. The address of 
the American Federation of Arts is 1741 
New York Avenue, Washington, D. C. 


The Kansas City boulevards are to be 
safe for all, whether on foot, in automobile 


or in earriages. The park board and the 


police are cooperating to do away with 
favoritism in the enjoyment of the public 
highways. With a sufficient number of set- 


tees in the park spaces along the boulevards, 


and with the suppression of speeding, a per- 
manent new order of things has been insti- 
tuted. The police of this city receive in 


in giving first aid to the 


and carry compact supplies of | } 


ove 
[ le Milk and Baby Hygi ne Association 


I Bostor 


works to keep well babies well by 
providing the kind of milk needed at cost 
and by making possible the services of grad- 
uate nurses and conferring physicians. The 
Association also works to improve the gen 
eral milk supply and to edueate consumers 
This, it will be seen, is preventive. The 
Boston Milk Fund’s effort is curative 
Proper food and nursing are provided for 
sick babies in poor families at reasonable 


cost, and every effort is made to bring about 


recovery by care of the little ones in their 


homes, 


a 


The Boston-1915 Youth’s Conference 
adopted last May a broad recreation pri 


gram which will eventually provide for the 
physical welfare of all the young people of 
the city all the year round. Little is now 
done for young men and women between the 
ages of 17 and 24, and this scheme provides 
for them also. It is suggested that the state 
armories be used for athletic events during 
the winter months when outdoor meets ar 
not possible. If the general plan is carried 
out, the municipal gymnasiums, p 
grounds and baths will codperate to arrange 
various activities for many groups of voung 
people, and the city authorities will estab- 
lish prize contests in baseball, athletics, 
gymnastics and calisthenics. It is intended 
that every boy and girl in the city shall 
know how to swim. 
we 

The question “What is Philadelphia do- 
ing?” is going to be answered by the City 
Club this winter through a series of ad 
dresses on the work not only of the city 
government but also of the community as 
represented by public and private agencies 
Pure milk, cleanliness, health and sanita 
tion, protection of life and property in 
every part of the city, comfort and con- 
venience in transportation and all other ac- 
tivities, eivie and industrial education, a 


city plan these are subjects that will be 


definitely presented with reference to what 


Philadelphia is now doing in relation to 


the interests of all her citizens. City offi- 
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cials and the Board of Education will co- 
operate to make the meetings interesting 
and valuable. Bulletins will be published 
reporting the addresses, and teachers of 
civies in the public schools, as well as civic 
organizations, will be encouraged to use this 
material. Sets of slides will be provided to 
illustrate the text loaned to local speakers. 


The oiling of catch basins to prevent the 
breeding of mosquitoes has not proved 
effectual, because showers, the flushing of 
hydrants, ete., carry off the oil. Mr. J. 
Walter Dobbins, chairman of the mosquito 
extermination committee of the Newark, 
N. J., Board of Health, has found that by 
means of a long, slender, circular wick 
kerosene may be siphoned from an ordinary 
oil can into the catch basin, dripping stead- 
ily until the can is nearly empty. Five 
hundred of these cans have been fastened to 
manholes or in other convenient positions 
under Mr. Dobbins’ instructions. The re- 
sults are better than when more oil was 
used. 

o%e 

Boston-1915 is to hold from the 10th to 
the 21st of November a “civic advance 
campaign” to increase interest and gain 
help by making clear the ways in which 
civic betterment may be promoted. A part 
of this campaign will be a dramatic pa- 
geant called: “The Making of a Perfect 
City.” This will be presented five times in 
the new Boston Arena, which can accom- 
modate 4,000 persons, and where 1,500 per- 
formers can take part. All ages and classes 
will participate. Meetings will be held to 
discuss ways in which every citizen can 
help, and there will be a conference of New 
England mayors and city officials as well as 
sessions of several associations which pro- 
mote commercial and industrial develop- 
ment. 

w%e 


Almost all anti-tuberculosis work is pre- 
ventive or “arrestive.” A case of “arrest- 
ed” tuberculosis has a slim chance of avoid- 
ing relapse when the patient returns to 
unwholesome home conditions. Of course 
the campaign against such conditions is 
never-ceasing, but progress is slow. The 
Boston Association for the Relief and Con- 
trol of Tuberculosis has established at 





Mattapan, 35 minutes ride from Boston, 
an open-air lodging and boarding place for 
workingmen who have been tuberculosis 
sanatorium patients. For $6 a week each 
man has breakfast, dinner, a night’s sleep 
at the camp and a lunch to earry to his 
work. It is only a place of residence, no 
work being supplied. The men can be 
under medical supervision from outside. 
The aim is to clinch the cure already made 
we 

The Free Public Library of Newark, N. 
J., has set an example for other similar in- 
stitutions. It first offered its unused rooms 
for the meetings and exhibitions of educa- 
tional, philanthropic and other public ser- 
vice associations, and during seven years 
nearly 4,000 meetings of different kinds 
were held there. Then loan collections of 
minerals, paintings and prints were offered, 
and finally a loan collection of Japanese 
art objects was purchased as a nucleus for 
a city art and science museum. A Museum 
Association was formed a few months ago. 
Since then three interesting and well-at- 
tended exhibitions have been held. The art 
collection is being increased by purchase. 
The lesson seems to be, get the building 
first, and then stimulate public interest; 
the permanent collection will follow. The 
public library can always start things; 
the people feel within its walls a sense of 
proprietorship which makes them interested 
in whatever it contains. 

o%e 

The Merchants’ Association of San Fran- 
cisco has been giving object lessons on the 
value of certain improvements by presenting 
some of them to the city. Among these is 
a device to control the crowds which line the 
streets during the frequent parades. Metal 
sockets just outside the sidewalk curb are 
covered by caps flush with the sidewalk 
pavement. When a procession is to be held, 
the caps are removed, wooden posts are in- 
serted in the sockets by the police depart- 
ment and wires are stretched along the 
posts. With this aid a small number of 


policement can restrain the crowds with 
little difficulty, and the city has extended 
the system over the principal streets. The 
Association constructed an isle of safety at 
one of the principal transfer points of the 
street railway, and the city then built four 
more at other points. A public convenience 
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li u neglect your fruit trees, they will soon forget to 
r—the water sprouts will rob them of their strength. 
u hack out a few limbs occasionally and leave stubs, these 
decay back into the tree and form bad cavities 


Neglect, Not Ill-luck, Keeps 
Your Orchard from Producing 


If you forget your orchard except in fruiting time, it will become the home 
of scale and other insects—and these mean cecay and death. 

Light crops of small, unsound, irregular fruit will be the natural result of 
such neglect—and your orchard will cease to be a good investment. 

Write us how many fruit trees you have, what kinds, 
Perhaps we can send, without charge, one of 















and where located. 
our representatives, to inspect 
your orchard, tell you what your trees require and fully explain our 
methods 


THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY, Inc. 


3711 Basswood Street, KENT, OHIO 
Operating the Davey Institute of Tree Surgery 
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station, built at a cost of $5,000, was pre 
sented to the city by the Association, and 
proved so s wecessful that a prominent citi 
zen gave another costing $14,000, and the 
city made an appropriation for a third. 

These are only a few of the ways in which 
this loyal organization has shown good 
sense and energy. It has also improved the 
street cleaning, sprinkling and paving, the 
lighting and transportation, has freed the 
city from disfiguring overhead wires and 
advertising, has protected the free public 
flower markets on the sidewalks that are so 
attractive a part of the city scene, and has 
brought about the new city charter. 

o%e 

The Chicago Association of Commerce 
sent Captain Charles C. Healey, of the Chi- 
cago Mounted Police, to study traffie condi- 
tions in London, Paris, Berlin and other 
European centers. His report to the Asso- 
ciation includes the following suggestions: 


That pedestrians and drivers be compelled 
to obey the directions of police officers at 
street corners. 

That a school be established to instruct 
new police officers in general police duties, 
crossings regulations, and proper demeanor 
toward the public. 

That the cab and express stands be 
placed under the supervision of the police 
traffic squad. 

That the cleaning and sprinkling of all 
business streets be done at night. 

That business houses be compelled to re- 
ceive all supplies either at night or in the 
early morning. 

That the use of motor wagons be encour- 
aged. 

That the courts support the police in traf- 
fic prosecutions. 


we 


“Cleaning up” days are becoming the 
vogue in the Central West, but why not 
every day a “clean up” day? Dr. W. A. 
Evans, the distinguished health officer of 
Chicago, had this to say apropos of that 
city’s clean-up: 


“The possibility of a general clean-up day 
has been brought about through education. 
There’s nothing like civic education, no mat- 
ter what phase of the municipal welfare it 
concerns. A few years ago it would have 
been impossible to get the coédperation of the 
citizens in a matter like this. When things 
got really bad they would simply take a 
slam at the administration and let it go at 
that. But any person who ever gave the 
subject any serious thought knows that with 
2,000,000 people continually adding to the 


AMERICAN 


rubbish 


accumulates in a city, ould é 
to Keep up w th the task o 
if the forces and funds $ 
great as they al 

“But eventually we hope to ( t ] 
communities to keep their s¢ 
as many of them do now secretary Pr 
ard is doing splendid work ng this line, 
and Chief Sanitary Inspector Be and his 
men devote as much of their time as | 
ble outside their regular duties toward 


preaching the clean-city gospel. 

“Sometime, we expect, every day will be 
cleaning day, and it won't be necessary to 
set aside a particular date for the task. If 
the public could once be aroused to a realiza- 
tion that if dirt and rubbish were not per- 
mitted to accumulate the city would always 
be clean, the problem will have been solved.” 


ov 


The annual “William H. Baldwin 
Prize.” established by the Nati nal Munici- 
pal League, will this year be given to the 
author of the best essay on: “The Admin- 
istration of the Police Department in some 
city in the United States with a population 
of over 200,000.” The competition is limit- 
ed to undergraduate students registered in 
a regular course in any college or univer- 
sity of the United States offering distinct 
instruction in municipal government. 

“Each competitor is expected to select 
the city which is most accessible to him for 
research work, which is an absolute require- 
ment in this competition. Each essay should 
contain a thorough exposition of the methods 
of organization and administration of the 
police department in the city which he has 
selected. In addition, each competitor will 
be expected to treat the subject (a) compar- 
atively, with reference to approved police 
methods in this country and in Europe; (b) 
constructively, with a view to suggesting 
improved methods of police administration 
in the city he has chosen. 

“The essays must not exceed 10,000 words, 
and must be typewritten and mailed, or de- 
livered in duplicate to an express company, 
not later than March 15th, 1911, addressed 
to Clinton Rogers Woodruff, Secretary of 
the National Municipal League, North Amer 
ican Building, Philadelphia, Pa., and marked 
‘For the William H. Baldwin Prize.’ Com- 
petitors will mark each paper with a 
nom-de-plume, and enclose in a sealed envel- 
ope the full name, address, class and college 
corresponding to such nom-de-plume. For 
any additional details concerning the scope 
and conditions of the competition, inquiries 
may be addressed to Professor William 
Bennett Munro, Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., Chairman of the Committee on 
Coérdination of Instruction in Municipal 
Government.” 
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* This us a book which “It shows by accurate 


tables and diagrams pre- 
cisely what has been ac- 
complished here and 
abroad.” 


N. Y. Herald. 


will prove worthy of pe 

rusal by all those engaged 

in educational work 
Buffalo Courier 


‘An informative and “School Superintend- 


ents, teachers and all 
others interested in out- 
door schools will find the 
subject completely cov- 
ered here.” 


— Boston Herald 


authoritative little book 
lilustrations are abundant 
and clear and give a rapid 
notion of the progress 
made The Chicage 


Record-Herald 





Open-Air Schools 


| The first adequate treatment of this important educational movement. Dr. Ayres writes from practical experience 
He traces the development of the open-air school from its inception in Germany down to its adoption and grad 
ual spread in this country. Over fifty pages of interesting photographs and valuable statistical charts.5 


Sent on receipt of price ($1.32, postpaid) by 


THE AMERICAN CITY PUBLISHING CO., 93 Nassav St., New York 











GOOD GOVERNMENT 


BY THE PEOPLE—FOR THE PEOPLE 
EVERY FRIEND OF CLEAN CIVIC GOVERNMENT SHOULD READ 












“THE DETHRONEMENT 
OF THE CITY BOSS” 


THE NEW BOOK BY JOHN J. HAMILTON WHICH TELLS ALL ABOUT 


The Des Moines Plan 


OF CIVIC GOVERNMENT BY COMMISSION 





THE MAYOR OF DES MOINES, SAYS: 


“I have a copy of ‘The Dethronement of the City Boss.’ It is a clear-cut, comprehensive 
exposition of the Des Moines or commission plan of government, not only carefully analyzed 
but written in excellent English. Certain chapters alone would give one the best conception 
he could possibly get of the Commission Plan of City Government—better, perhaps, than he 
could get elsewhere. . The author has been interested in municipal government for many 
years, including the adoption and initiation of the commission plan in Des Moines, and has 
been familiar with the workings ever since. The book should be in the hands of everyone; 
especially should it be distributed largely in those cities where the adoption of the commission 
plan is under consideration.”"—MAYOR JAMES R. HANNA, of Des Moines, May, 21, 1910. 


Cece cris $120.4 THE AMERICAN CITY PUBLISHING CO., °SNERg*SyoRie** 
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Books for the Citizen 


[Readers are requested to order books reviewed in this department through 
can City. American books will be sent on receipt of the postpaid price. 
will be made on foreign books. ] 


Garden Suburbs * 


Since Mr. Ebenezer Howard proposed a 
new sort of town, combining the advantages 
of the city and the country, and avoiding 
the defects of both, practical idealists have 
been steadily at work, and dreams have 
heen coming true. 


The Ameri 
Special quotations 


the movement with concrete examples of its 
success. The first and most notable exam- 
ple of town planning near London is the 


Hampstead Garden Suburb, which is here 


described and fully illustrated, together 
with the newly opened estates 


Esher Park and Nast Hvde. 


Romford, 


The plans and 











GROUP OF HOUSES IN HAMPSTEAD WAY. HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB 





the effect of an old-world courtyard is very pleasing. 


Port Sunlight and Bournville gave the 
first impetus to the building of model com- 
munities, and since then the Garden City 
at Letchworth, the Hampstead Garden Sub- 
urb and a number of other settlements have 
shown the possibilities of estate develop- 
ment. The English Town Planning Act of 
last year was the most important mark of 
progress in the working out of the garden 
city idea, which has now been extended to 
include the laying out of private grounds. 

This volume gives briefly the history of 


*T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1910. Quarto, 13 
pp.; 37 cents postpaid 


views of these settiements are a very im- 
portant feature of the book. 

A section devoted to “Modern Houses” 
cd scribes n brief chapters the modest, 


charming, economically planned and hon- 
estly built house which is taking the place 
of what Mr. Bernard Shaw calls “the mar- 
ried woman’s workhouse.” “Simplify the 
house, and some other things are simplified.” 
The dilemma of the man who wants to build 
a good home and who does not know how to 
get the capital, the site, the architect, or 
the builder, is dealt with in relation to the 
Garden Suburb Development Company of 


[256] 








rH: AMERI‘¢ 





AN OER we 4 








This latest and most interesting ad 


The Slide bedway, 24 feet long, 
is cof cold rolled sheet steel in 
full lengths without cross seams 
or sharp edges. Heavily galvan- 
ized by the hot process. Extra 
deep sides, and guard rails at top. 
A perfect piece of play apparatus 
—S afe—F ficient — Durable. 





The Playgrounds of the country 


Steel Apparatus. 











THE LONG CHUTE 


dition to Play Apparatus for the 


older children is tremendously popular. 


Can be supplied with wooden 
frame and steps, or with attach- 
ments for any pipe frame as shown 
above. 

When ordered for attachment to 
high gymnasium frames the out- 
fit includes a special Retarding 
Table, steel covered, six to twelve 
feet long, according to frame height. 


are equipped with Spaldirg All- 


Write to-day for Catalog X 


cA. G. SPALDING © BROS., Inc., Chicopee, Mass. 
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{lampstead, which in eighteen months has 
built $500,000 worth of houses for clients. 


An analysis of the town planning part of 


the Housing and Town Planning Act is 
gviven. 
o% 


Governmental Machinery 

A new manual on “American Govern 
ment Politics” 
signed for college 


issued, de 
and 
as an elementary or a technical 


rhe 


been 
students 


and has 


citizens, 
rather than 


treatise. author has frankly drawn 
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pal vernment are stated Attention 1s 
called to an amendment to the Illinois con 
stitution of 1904, by which Chicago can get 
acceptable special legislation. The decreas 
ing power city councils is shovw nd 
ilso the increase in the finan ' "s 
ng d removing power of may vhich 
makes it possible for them t ty 
rte I wi I avs ip nh { in « f 
seeing “that the laws and ordinances ar 
faithfully executed | llustrate the 
11 ihe lt I ol ed I 1 Stud ipal 
administration, the author tlines the or 




















SIMPLE AND UNPRETENTIOUS COTTAGES IN HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB 


upon the best authorities of the times, and 
presents to us facts and the opinions of 
others, arranged topically and suggesting 
throughout 


room. 


the atmosphere of the class- 


The chapters on “The Organization of 
Municipal and “Municipal 
Functions” are the basis of our interest in 
the book. The relation between city and 
state is analyzed, and methods now in use 
to control legislative interference in munici- 


Government” 


tBy Charles A 
New York, 1910 
postpaid 


Beard The Macmillan Co 
Duodecimo, 772 pp., $2.26 


ganization of the executive branch of New 
rk City. The new devices for inecreas- 
ng the active participation of the voters in 


‘ipal politics—the initiative, the refer- 


endum and the recall are 


mission government is both e 


‘riticized. 
Under municipal functions the 
] 


1scusses budget making, police administra- 


tion, health, tenement house and fire depart- 
ments, transportation, maintenance and 


lighting of streets, water supply, educational 
and other welfare activities and municipal 
ywnership. 
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The Williamsport Board of Trade 


Is Alert to Its Civic Opportunities 


It is making intelligent use of THE AMERICAN CITY, as shown by the 


following letter which it is sending to its members 


To Members of the Williamsport | 
Board of Trade | 


The Williamsport Board of Trade sends you 
this month’s issue of The American City with 
the ‘Board’s Compliments. 


The ‘Board of Trade has subscribed for a 
limited number of these magazines, and will dis- 
tribute them among the several members of the 
Board, sending « a different group of members 
each month in order that the entire membership 
may receive copies of the magazine during the 
year. 


The ‘Board was prompted to do this, by reason 
of the fact that The American City is a thoroughly, 
high-class magazine, devoted solely to the cause 
of bettering our cilies in every way tha. can be 
truly termed ‘‘Civic [mprovement.”’ 


We ask you to CAREFULLY READ THE 
MAGAZINE, and trust that by so doing you 
may become more deeply interested in the 
BETTERMENT OF WILLIAMSPORT, in 
the broadest sense of the term, and that it may 
cause you to make suggestions which will help 
our city as well as to take a deeper interest in 
its affairs 


THE BOARD Or TRADE. 


Is this not a practical suggestion for the commercial and civic organizations 
of your city? 
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AN IMMENSE PRICE-SAVING 
TYPEWRITER SALE 


Act NOW and save $50 on this 
Standard Visible Writer 


RIGINAL Model No. 3 Olivers for $50 
on time—$5 after trial and $5 a month. 
No interest. Shipped on approval without 
deposit. Protected by standard guarantee. 


These typewriters are flawless—the equal in EVERY respect of ANY 
typewriter, regardiess of price. In no way damaged, shop-worn or inferior. 


VISIBLE WRITING — Every fetter is in plain sight 
as soon as printed—a necessity now, 


UNIVERSAL KEYBOARD — All standard typewriters 
have adopted the universal keyboard —you would waste 
time learning any other. The Oliver has 84 characters. 


QUALITY OF THE WORK—The beautiful work 
turned out on this splendid typewriter will give your letters 
distinction: the quality of the typewriting has a marked 
effect upon the success of a letter. The U-shaped type- 
bar and wide, smooth bearings insure perfect alignment, 
while the one-piece escapement mechanism gives a perfect 
spacing between the letters. The type are exceedingly hard; 
they make a clear, clean-cut impression. 


CARBON-PAPER COPIES — An excellent manifolder 
because of the down stroke of the typebar — twenty copies, 
if you like. Cuts a perfect stencil for mimeograph work. 


RULED LINES—The simple variable-spacing device 
is instantly adjustable to write on ruled lines — draws 
horizontal or vertical lines with type and ribbon. 

WRITES IN COLORS — The Oliver originated the two- 
color writing —no change of ribbon necessary to write in 
any color. 


CARDS, BILLS, STATEMENTS, LABELS AND ALL 
MEMORANDUMS written with ease and dispatch on this 
handy machine. 


EASY TO OPERATE —So simple any one can learn in 
a few minutes; elaborate instruction book sent with every 
machine. 


LIGHT ACTION —The down stroke of the typebar, 
with its scientific lever principle and wide, smooth bear- 
ings, gives the Oliver an action that is the lightest found 
on any typewriter. It is a pleasure to strike the keys. 


CONVENIENT —The ingenious arrangement of the 
working parts cannot be described adequately on paper, 
but will be fully appreciated by you when you use the 
machine. 


WILL LAST A LIFETIME — Simplicity is the keynote 
of the Oliver construction. Less than one-third as many 
parts as the other machines. Will do a greater variety 
of work. There is practically no wear-out to this sturdy 
typewriter. 

PORTABLE, COMPACT, EFFICIENT — The lightest 
of all standard machines. Most of the weight is in the 
base, which reduces vibration and places the working 
parts in a compact, convenient position. It is always 
ready for business —always efficient. It will do any prac- 
tical thing that any typewriter will do. 


COMPLETE — Metal case and baseboard, tools, in- 


structions, etc., accompany each machine — nothing extra 
to buy. 


EASY TO OWN — You can have one of these splendid 
typewriters for your own. Merely a few cents a day— 
$5.00 after you have tried the machine, and then $5.00 a 
month for nine months—only $50 in all—this is just 
half of the regular price and there is no interest to pay on 
the installments. You use the machine while paying for 
it. Think of it! the best typewriter that money can buy 
for only 17 cents a day for a few months. 


ORDER IT ON TRIAL—You are welcome to use 
this splendid machine for five days without paying any 
deposit, or obligating yourself in any way; no salesman 
or agent will call upon you, and you will be the sole judge. 

All you have to do is to send your shipping instruc- 
tions on the attached coupon blank. If you are not estab- 
lished in business just name a couple of references. All 
we want to know is that you are responsible. 


A pencil will do to fill out the coupon. Mail it today. 


TYPEWRITERS DISTRIBUTING 
SYNDICATE 
820—55 State Street, Chicago 


TRIAL ORDER COUPON 
TYPEWRITERS DISTRIBUTING SYNDICATE, 





820 — 55 State Street, Chicago, Mlinois. 
Gentlemen: —Ship me an Oliver Typewriter, Model No. 3, on 
approval. p 
If entirely satisfactory, I agree to remit $5.% within five 
from date I receive machine and $5.00 eact nth the 
nine months, until the full purchase pric s paid, lerTwise 
I will return the typewriter to you at your expense. It is understood 
that the title will remain in you until the purchase price is paid in 
fuil. 
DR ccinscmniinatnninibionsiniiocniati 
: Address, 
Via 


References: 
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THE AMERICAN CITY 








A Civic Stimulus to Hundreds 


That is what a set of THE AMERICAN CITY in your 


public library would be. 


ubscriber, and if not, call 
library a present of the set? 





. ~ < 
Volun [ and I] bound in cloth ‘ : Baca < sn eO 
Volu IT] bout | n cl th. ready TOT de! very in December ) —— wh 1.00 
Subscription for 191] / te lee. Se 
Porat VALUI sckiuicdeeas tee $4.00 
his set will be sent to any address, postage prepaid, for $3.50. 
We can suy nl a nt lete sets. When these are exhausted it will 
almost impo we vd to procure one 


THE AMERICAN CITY PUBLISHING CO. 


93 Nassau Street, NEW YORK CITY 




















AN UNUSUAL OFFER 
$4.25 for $2.25 


The American City, regular price ; . $1.00 





Child Lore , . 1.00 
Pictorial Review ° : . ge 
Modern Priscilla , . : ; 75 
Ladies World 1 7 ; ; 50 


Total value ; , , oz 


These five publications will be sent for one year to 
one address for $2.25. 


THE AMERICAN CITY PUBLISHING CO. *3.hySvOU.Screet 
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Ask for Booklet Wanted Worthy (Christmas Gifts 


Place check in the square below indicating num- | 


ber of booklet desired; write name and address 
on lines below and forward, with 10 cents postage 
ittached, and the booklet is yours—without fur 
ther expense or obligation, of course. 


l 


pa 
3 
4 


—The Art of Financiezing 
{Showing how business may 
projects] 


—Financial Hand Book 


or promotors, fiscal agents and brokers) 


men raise capital for 


wi tae Building by Correspondence 
[For the man who uses circular letters] 


—The Selling Force and The Selling Farce 


Showing why the great majority of selling plans do not pa) ] 
57, ~— she Great Lew of Average 
new principle discovered by 1 business expert bringing 
CERTAINTY to business affairs] 
6= —How $250 May Raise $200,000 
{For the man with a real opportunity] 
If more than one book is desired, add 10 cents additional for 
each extra book These booklets carry our own advertising matter, 
but are intrinsically valuable for the information they contain 
Money refunded if not perfectly satisfactory. Each beok conveys 


a MESSAGE Each tells something NEW AND VALUABLE. 


THE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
CO. of AMERICA 


14 |2\/3|4|5|/6 | 119 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK 
A. © 








. . m 
@) Read below what practical Business « 
Men say of these books U 
“Booklets sent are fine and ideas O. K.""—L. E. BAILEY, San 
Jose, Cal 
‘Certainly ‘Eye-Openers.’ ’’"—E. C. ELWOOD, Bridgeport, Conn 
“One of the best investments I have made for a long time.’’—LE 
GRAND DUTCHER, Editor of ‘Profitable Publicity.’ 
Consider brochures of real value to me and worth many more 
times the price asked.""—L. C. KELLOGG, Seattle, Wash 
“After carefully reading, I want to state that if I could have 


bad the information contained in ‘How $250 Can Raise $200,000,’ 
I would have been saved several hundred dollars, 


much valuable 
time and been spared much humiliation The idea is right I 
paid hard cash and harder experience in proving it.’’—E. 


CBIBBS, Highland Park, I). 


sae Fh oo May Raise $200,000" is the best article I ever re- 
mem be: emanate from your establishment and ‘HITS THE 
NAIL ‘SQUARE ON THE HEAD." I have succeeded at last in 
promoting my mine, but could have saved about three years of the 
time out of the four it has taken, if the proper course had been 
pursued from the first, as laid down. The course finally pursued 
followed closely along lines laid down now by you, save differing 
in details. The method was very much the same. 

“I think the very logical and convincing ony set forth in 
“How $250 May Raise $200,000' weuld wake up a mummy one 
thousand years old, for EVERY WORD Is ABSOLUTELY TRUE 

Very truly yours. 
MARK E. DAVIS, Oakland, Cal.” 

“I was very much interested in ‘How $250 May Raise $200,000,’ 
for the reason that it appears to hit the situation exactly. I have 
read nearly all your issues for the past two years, and much of 
your printed Mterature, but never saw anything that covers the 
situation so completely as does this artiele.""—J. T. RYAN, 
American Tire Armor Co., 816 Pacific Building, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal 

“The Business Development Company of America is the pub- 
lisher of five little books which are the most unique and interest- 
ing p@blications in their way that ‘The American Banker’ has ever 
had the pleasure of receiving * * * they contain a vast amount 
of information that will be of value to bankers, promoters and 
business men who aro interested in building up their business. 


“These books sell for ten cents a copy, and are worth $10 a 
copy. We advise our readers to send for them.’’—Editorial extract 
from “‘The American Banker,’” March 5, 1910. 
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in Bishop Furniture 


Selections made by mail and pieces sent anywhere 
in the country On Approval. Freight prepaid East 
of the Mississippi and North of Tennessee line. 

Buy 


furniture where furniture is made. 


Bishop 


Furniture is sold Direct to the purchaser from the 
and we save you 
every piece you buy. 


famous furniture center of the world, 
33% Z middleman’s profit 

This Magnificent Colonial 
Liorary Table, 4 ft. long, 2 ft. 6 


—- ro has a drawer in each 
end. Golden Quar- 

tered Oak a $22. 15 
Genuine ~~ eee only 
$24.25 Regular value $40.00 


on 





Beautiful “Empire” Dresser — Your 
choice Genuine Mahogany Golden 
Quartered Oak or pretty Bird's Eye 
Maple. 3 ft. 61n. wide. Hands-me 
French Mirror 40 x 18 in. Special Price 


$24. 30 } Regular value $45.00 


You save nearly one-half 
Order Christ 


mas io resents 
Early. We 
ship any 

where and 
every- 
where 








Just like cut. 





This large, luxurious high grade 
Gegeiee Leather [urkish Rock- 


; finest material throughout; a life- 


time of comfort and satis- $29. 75 


faction. Special Price - 


Rockers of —_ quality sell else- 
where for $50.00 


buys this 
Mahogany “Colonial” 


Genuine 


$19.50 


Sewing Table. Has drop leaves and 


op 


drawers with removable trays 


You save $10.00 


35x 18m. 






st you 
on styles and 
prices. 


This Genuine Mahog- 
any Music Cabinet. Only - 
Polish or Dull finish on all sides. Top 


$9.75 


21x17 in. Retail Value $18 00. 
Send 25 cents for Bishop's 
Rook of correct Furniture Styles. 
Shows over 1000 designs. Tells 
ou how to save one-third in 
ee em DIRECT This Book costs $1.50 to publish. Write 
today. Mary people journey here to purchase their furniture, and we 
try to make it just as easy to get good furniture at the right price tor the 
buyer who cannot make the tnp. Order your Christmas Gifts early 
We ship when and where requested, guaranteeing safe delivery 


BISHOP FURNITURE COMPANY 


44-56 lonia Street Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Reference: Any Grand Rapids bank. 
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Act NOW and save $50 on this 
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RIGINAL Model No. 3 Olivers for $50 


on time—$5 after trial and $5 a month. 


No interest. Shipped on approval without 
deposit. Protected by standard guarantee. 


These typewriters 
typewriter, regardless of price. 
VISIBLE 


as ;oon 


WRITING - 


as printed—a necessity now. 


UNIVERSAL KEYBOARD 


Every letter is in plain sight 


All standard typewriters 


have adopted the universal keyboard — you would waste 
time learning any other. The Oliver has 84 characters. 
QUALITY OF THE WORK—The beautiful work 


turned out on this splendid ty pewriter will give your letters 
distinction: the quality of the typewriting has a marked 
effect upon the success of a ietter. The lt 


bar and wide, 


-shaped type- 
smooth bearings insure perfect alignment, 
while the one-piece escapement mechanism gives a perfect 
spacing between the letters. Th 


they make 


e type are exceedingly hard; 
a clear, clean-cut impression. 
CARBON-PAPER COPIES — An excellent manifolder 
because of the down stroke of the typebar 
if you like. 


twenty copies, 
Cuts a perfect stencil for mimeograph work. 
RULED LINES —The simple variable-spacing device 
is instantly riled lines — draws 
horizontal or vertical lines with type and ribbon. 


WRITES IN COLORS — The Oliver originated the two- 


adjustable to write on 


are flawless—the equal in EVERY respect of ANY 
In no way damaged, shop-worn or inferior. 


COMPLETE — Metal case and baseboard, tools, in- 
structions, ete., accompany each machine— nothing extra 
to buy. 


EASY TO OWN — You can have one of these splendid 
typewriters for your own. Merely a few cents a day— 
$5.00 after you have tried the machine, and then $5.00 a 
month for nine months—only $50 in all—this is just 
half of the regular price and there is no interest to pay on 
the installments. You use the machine while paying for 
it. Think of it! the best typewriter that money can buy 
for only 17 cents a day for a few months. é 


ORDER IT ON TRIAL—You are welcome to use 
this splendid machine for five days without paying any 
deposit, or obligating yourself in any way; no salesman 
or agent will call upon you, and you will be the sole judge. 


All you have to do is to send your shipping instruc- 
tions on the attached coupon blank. If you are not estab- 
lished in business just name a couple of references. All 
we want to know is that you are responsible. 


A pencil will do to fill out the coupon. Mail it today. 


color writing —no change of ribbon necessary to write in 
any color. 


CARDS, BILLS, STATEMENTS, LABELS AND ALL 
MEMORANDUMS written with ease and dispatch on this 
handy machine. 


EASY TO OPERATE —So simple any one can learn in 
a few minutes; elaborate instruction book sent with every 
machine. 

LIGHT ACTION —The down stroke of the typebar, 
with its scientific lever principle and wide, smooth bear- 
ings, gives the Oliver an action that is the lightest found 
on any typewriter. It is to strike the keys. 


CONVENIENT — The ingenious arrangement of the 


i ra t be described adequate ape ‘ ‘ . on 
werting parte eounet be eee ad adequately on paper, If entirely satisfactory, I agree to remit $5.00 within five days 
but will be fully appreciated by you when you use the from date I receive machine and $5.00 each month thereafter for 
machine. nine months, until the full purchase price of $50 is paid. Otherwise 
I will return the typewriter to you at year expense. It is understood 
WILL LAST A LIFETIME — that the title will remain in you until the purchase price is paid in 


TYPEWRITERS DISTRIBUTING 
SYNDICATE 
820—55 State Street, Chicago 


Sign, cut out and mail 





TRIAL ORDER COUPON 
TYPEWRITERS DistTriBuTtING SYNDICATE, 
820—55 State Street, Chicago, Illinois, 


Gentlemen: —Ship me an Oliver Typewriter, Model No, 3, on 
approval. 


a pleasure 


Simplicity is the keynote 


of the Oliver construction. Less than one-third as many full. 
parts as the other machines. Will do a greater variety e 
of work. There is practically no wear-out to this sturdy NOME, ....eeceeeerenereereersennesrseresneeeneeersnrereneneeennsensennanneseesenenenes® 
typewriter. ‘ 
Address 


PORTABLE, COMPACT, EFFICIENT — The lightest 
of all standard machines. Most of the weight is in the V 
base, which reduces vibration and places the working 
parts in a compact, convenient position. It is always 
ready for business —always efficient. It will do any prac- 
tical thing that any typewriter will do. 


References: 
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